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[image: ]Introduction

Back in 1960 I volunteered to put together the history of Worser Bay’s first fifty years so it almost seemed logical for me to volunteer again to cover the next fifty years. I thought that with fifty years already completed, the next fifty would be a doddle.

Of course it wasn’t.

Not only did I find myself going right back to the beginning but somehow I ended up rewriting most of what I had written before. Also, facts that I had previously passed over, suddenly seemed enormously important and simply had to be included. In particular, during my first attempt at the club’s history, I never quite realised the significance of what had happened to the club during the First World War. The number of members who volunteered and the number who were killed in action is simply astonishing.

I also discovered that, over the years, the level of record keeping by club administrators has varied enormously. Some club committees also decided that newsletters were the answer and club news was disseminated to members via the mail. Because of these newsletters, the recording of events in other key club documents was skimpy at best. Then, of course, no one ever seemed to keep a master file of the newsletters. So the recording of Worser Bay’s history is a bit sketchy in some years. Goodness knows where the history information will come from in the electronic era that will be the next 50 years. 

Because of my mid-century involvement (from 1954 onward) I was fortunate to meet a number of the early influential people in our club’s history and have included my recollections of these key characters as a little extra background.
[image: ]
You will, for instance see Vic Allan listed among the prize winners at Worser Bay’s first inter-club carnival in 1911. Vic’s family had a whare on the hill overlooking the bay and from that beginning Vic swam at the beach almost every day of his life. Vic remained a member right up the 50th Jubilee year in 1960; in fact we sat on a committee together planning the 50th Jubilee events. Unfortunately Vic died just before the Jubilee celebrations began. Vic was an absolute gentleman although always a fierce competitor. He loved Worser Bay and the sea with a passion.

[image: ][image: ]For a number years Vic coached Allan Hepburn. Allan is the tall chap in most of the 1930 team photographs and you won’t miss him because he towers head and shoulders above everyone else. Alan was another who kept his interest in the club right through until the 50’s and 60’s. Allan’s claim to club fame was a win in the Annette Kellerman Cup, at the time New Zealand’s premier long distance swimming event. He also claimed a win in the Peck Shield. For a number of years he was the club’s finest swimmer – at least until New Zealand 440 champion Dick Pelham turned up.

Dick left Lyall Bay to come to Worser Bay. Yes, switching clubs took place even then. Dick continued to place in New Zealand championship events as a Worser Bay member and was a guest speaker at the 75th jubilee.

In the 30’s Jimmy Newport was the club’s driving force. Sometimes Secretary, Treasurer, and Chairman, in one season he filled all roles at the same time. Of course he was Life Saving Captain as well. Jimmy was a like bantam rooster, not tall but bristling with energy and competitiveness. You’ll see him in photographs of the 30’s with his little round glasses on, leading the rescue team from the water. Jimmy went off the war and when he came back the club had lost its importance in his life. He used to come to Annual Meetings on occasions. Some may also remember his son John (a much larger bloke) who was a Lyall Bay member.
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The club survived the war largely because of the efforts of Bill Gerrie and Colin Jones. With the beach and clubrooms closed off by barbed wire, club events were organised by post. It worked well. Bill was the administrator and handicapper and Colin the Secretary. Both went on to have illustrious careers in both swimming and life saving. 

Bill was eventually awarded every distinguished service award it was possible to hold. He attended every club annual meeting from 1930 through to the 1970’s. He officiated at the Auckland Empire Games in 1950. He was one of the most notable administrators of both sports for a number of years. Bill used to handicap the club races with, apparently, outstanding results. If Bill handicapped a race, you knew the finish would be close. You will see him mentioned quite a lot in the early history of the club.

[image: ::Desktop:Colin Jones.jpg]Colin began his career as a swimmer. As a young man during the war years he was outstanding, winning just about every Wellington title over a range of distances – over a number of years. He was also an outstanding water polo player. At the end of his competitive career and after the war had ended, Colin became more and more involved in administration, eventually being appointed as Secretary of the New Zealand Surf Life Saving Association. Colin held this position for some 25 years and his long service in the role is something that will never be surpassed. While serving as the New Zealand Secretary, Colin retained his involvement with Worser Bay helping out as a committee member from time to time. Colin was also a highly successful businessman, owning several (if not all) taxis in Lower Hutt. Taxis were a great cash business and Colin always seemed to carry a roll of notes big enough to choke a horse. I remember that, from time to time, Colin would peel a few notes from his roll to buy a few club raffle tickets or several clubhouse debentures
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In the mid- 40’s a young Ken Mitchell arrived on the scene. Ken quickly decided that surf life saving was his sport and through countless training swims around the buoy at Worser Bay he turned himself into a fierce, determined and successful competitor. He won the club’s beltmans championship in 1946. When Ken arrived at Worser Bay the club’s junior membership was quite possibly the strongest in Wellington and Worser Bay began to have a serious impact at local carnivals. Ken began coaching club teams in 1949-50 and results of his coaching were almost immediate as the club juniors began to achieve significant results at the national level. Ken’s drive and ambition for the club was infectious and from the early 50’s right through to 70’s club members all began to reflect Ken’s fierce ambition to succeed. Barrie Devenport’s Cook Strait swim, for instance, is probably the single most notable event in our club’s history and we shouldn’t forget that the swim was organised by Ken Mitchell who put a wonderful support crew together and helped make the successful swim possible.

I have never met anyone so dedicated to a club and a sport as Ken Mitchell. Worser Bay and surf life saving dominated his life and he spent countless hours working on the club’s behalf. Ken’s wife Colleen was remarkably tolerant and supportive.

Under Ken’s guidance the club’s competitive successes were outstanding. For a number of years Worser Bay dominated local events with Ken’s aggression setting up fierce rivalry with other Wellington clubs, particularly Maranui. For a long time Maranui were the benchmark of Wellington surf and Worser Bay, under Ken Mitchell, set out to seriously challenge their supremacy both verbally and competitively – and for a number of years succeeded. This was great era for the sport in Wellington with Maranui, Lyall Bay, Titahi Bay, Paekak and even Island Bay all numerically strong and very competitive.

Ken went on to build a career out of surf life saving. A New Zealand selector and team coach he gave up the printing trade to become surf life saving’s first-ever paid administrator. And while was forging a life saving career that eventually saw him elected into the Surf Hall of Fame, Ken was always deeply committed to Worser Bay. Even in the 90’s, he came back to the club for two years in an effort to get the club heading in the right direction again. He is certainly, in my view, the most significant character in the club’s recent history.

Ken encouraged a lot of other members into administrative roles. Bill Richards, Bob McKnight, Jim Cornish and latterly Barrie Devenport, Chris Billing, and Ian Greenwood were all encouraged in their efforts to support Worser Bay and surf life saving by Ken’s astonishing example.

Over the years a number have come close to filling his shoes, particularly Ian Greenwood who continues to be very much involved with the club today. Ian’s service to the club and to NZ Surf has also been outstanding and as far back as 1983 he was awarded a RLSS Commonwealth Council badge for services to lifesaving. In 1989 he was elected a life member of NZ Surf. A Water Safety Merit Award followed. Then, in 1998, Ian’s name appeared in the Queen’s New Years Honours list and he was awarded an MNZM for services to Life Saving. His contribution to Worser Bay over the years has been immense.

In the early 70’s Richard Arnold was an important driving force until he left for the Mount. David Coulter, Danny Lynch and Peter Cowles and the entire Phipps Black family all put in tremendous effort. Andrew Barriball, Jim Warwick, Pete Lee, Jan Dallison, John Plunkett, Neil Bognuda and Pat Lovell all did their very best to keep the club going and were all major contributors. 

Finally there were the latter day saviours Stewart Alexander, John McMillan and Murray Phipps Black who have helped keep Worser Bay going against odds.

[image: ]I’m sure there are others I should I mention because over the years the club’s 100 year survival has depended on a constant stream of committed members. So, to those who feel they should also be included in my short list of key personalities, I apologise. There are, of course, many like me who have benefitted from their experiences at Worser Bay. It was an important part of my life in the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s and my involvement with people like Ken, Colin Jones, Barrie and Chris taught me lot about sport and life. I am very thankful for the experience. It is my hope that this brief 100 year history has helped repay the debt I owe Worser Bay for the experiences and friendships is has contributed to my life.




     Terry Christie, Editor


The beginning

James Heberley was appointed to the New Zealand Company’s Wellington Pilot Station at Lyall Bay in 1840. Later, in the 1860’s, it was decided to shift the Wellington Harbour Pilot to an unnamed beach just inside the Harbour entrance.

[image: ]It was beach that offered much. Covered with sand, it shelved evenly and there was even a mineral spring nearby which the local Maori named ‘Tara’.

James Heberley was soon well settled at the beach and like all old salts, he was a student of the weather. In his opinion the weather was only doing one thing all the time – it was getting ‘worser’. People kept asking him about the weather and the answer was the same every time. So eventually, and despite the attractiveness of the beach, the bay where James Heberley lived became known as ‘old Worser’s Bay’. And the name has stuck. Although the local Maori offered Jim and his wife some land nearby, he didn’t stay there for long, eventually moving to town and then on to Marlborough. One other notable thing James did was to become the first European to stand on the top of Mount Egmont. But that is another story.

While the rest of Wellington progressed, Miramar, Seatoun and Worser Bay were slow to develop. For a long time the sole inhabitants were James, his wife and family, the Pilot crew and two or three Maori families. The area was isolated from the rest of town by Mount Victoria and a large area of swamp known as the Miramar flats. The Crawford family owned most of Miramar and where possible, it was farmed. The remainder of Miramar consisted of swamp and native bush in which pigs, rabbits and wild turkey were plentiful.

His Royal Highness, the Duke of Edinburgh during his visit in 1869 went on a shooting expedition in the area and was responsible, according the local paper, for the elimination of the Miramar menace – a wild boar of mean temperament. Local residents weren’t quite so sure and rumour was that it was little more than a farm pig introduced by the Crawford’s when the local wild game failed to materialise.

In the 1890’s, fisherman began making their homes in the area surrounding Worser Bay but it was still isolated. Stores arrived monthly by boat and locals had to rely on fish, rabbits, wild turkeys and peacocks for fresh meat.

Miramar eventually became a borough in its own right and assumed control of its own progress. The Crawford family began breaking up its land into building allotments and settlement increased. In 1906, the Mount Victoria tram tunnel was completed and trams began running to Kilbirnie. In the same year the Seatoun tunnel was also completed and the Miramar Borough Council extended its transport services to Seatoun.

As soon as the new transport services were in place, the popularity of the eastern suburbs took off.  The beaches that dotted the area became popular weekend holiday resorts. Trams lines to both Lyall Bay and Seatoun were completed and crowds of city folk were soon seen promenading along Lyall Bay and visiting Seatoun and Worser Bay. Swimming started to grow in popularity at both beaches.

Some city folk built whares on the hills surrounding Worser Bay and summer weekends were spent fishing and swimming and the beaches thronged with visitors.  

In 1910, a series of rescues at Lyall Bay began to turn the mind of Wellington Swimming Club members toward the provision of a life saving service at Lyall Bay. The idea was no doubt prompted by the recent establishment (in early 1910) of the New Brighton Club in Christchurch and a visit to New Zealand by Mr. Henry, the English founder of the Royal Life Saving Society.  

[image: ]In August that same year, the Lyall Bay Swimming and Life Saving Club was established and it became the second Life Saving Club in New Zealand.

1910 – 1911

In December 1910, it was announced in the Evening Post that Mr.H.Rountree had convened a public meeting to be held Wyatt’s Hall Seatoun to discuss the possibility of establishing a swimming and life saving club at WorserBay.Worser Bay Carnival 1908. From the S.C Smith Collection at the Alexander Turnbull Library

The following day, the Evening Post reported: “As a result of a large meeting at Wyatt’s Hall Seatoun last evening, a new swimming Club – the Worser Bay Swimming and Life Saving – was formed. Mr John Brodie, the Mayor of Miramar presided over the gathering and expressed pleasure at the enthusiasm displayed in forming the club, and he declared that it was absolutely essential that a life saving club should exist in a borough with a waterfront as extensive as Miramar. He was not looking for trouble but he considered that all should have knowledge of life saving is case of an emergency.

This inaugural meeting was held on Tuesday, December 13, 1910 and as result Worser Bay took its place in history as the 3rd life saving club to have been established in New Zealand

Again the Evening Post reported: ‘ The meeting proceeded along the following lines: After Mr. Brodie’s explanation of why a club should be formed, Mr. H. T. Mitchell proposed that the club be formed and that this club should be known as the Worser Bay Swimming and Life Saving Club. The motion was seconded by Mr. De Rose and carried unanimously. It was then proposed by Mr. Hall that a committee of 5 residents, one from each of the frequented bays, take over the establishment and management of the Club. 

The following committee was then elected with representatives from each major beach in the area: H.T. Mitchell (Seatoun), F. De Rose (Worser Bay), S.T. Silver (Scorching Bay), R. Fullerton (Karaka Bay) and H. Rountree (Miramar).

This was followed by the election of Club officers, and the following were elected:President: The Mayor Mr. J. Brodie, Vice Presidents: Messrs. D. Blair, C. J. Crawford, A. Cleland, W. Doughty, W. H. Green, A.E. Mabin, J. Paul, W. Rountree, H.J. Wyatt. Club Captain: Mr. L. Silver; Vice Captain: Mr. E. S. Forne; Hon. Secretary: Mr. C. T. Bell; Hon. Treasurer: Mr. H. J. Wyatt.

When business was concluded, a practical demonstration of life saving was given by Mr. Rountree, assisted by Mr. R. Grimmet and Mr. W. G. Morpeth of the Lyall Bay Club. The demonstration included an interesting and instructive address on various life saving methods.

Special General Meeting, December 23, 1910

This Special meeting was held at the Kiosk, Worser Bay. The minutes recorded that Mr. Wyatt was in the chair and that attendance was only fair. The agenda read, “to discuss the commencement of life saving classes and general”.

At this meeting the club captain, Mr. L. M. Silver advised that Mr. Brodie wished to donate a cup to be competed for by club members. This announcement was received with a warm round of applause and, on the proposal of Mr. Silver, it unanimously agreed that a letter of thanks be forwarded to Mr.Brodie. 

Mr. Silver also proposed that the club hold two races over 50 yards, one event for adults and the other for juniors. Entrance fees were fixed at one shilling. Following agreement to this motion it was also proposed by Mr. Rountree that the club hold aquatic sports on January 22, 1911. The meeting then adjourned.

The Evening Post, December 27 reported: “ The following are the results of the Worser Bay Amateur Swimming and Life Saving Club’s opening races held on Saturday afternoon at Worser Bay. 

50 yards Senior: L. Silver (scr) and F. Wilton (scr) dead heat 1st; E.S. Forne (scr) 3rd. Also started C. Murray (3 sec), H. Mitchell (10 sec). Time 34 secs.

50 yards Junior: R. McKay (10sec); A. Kiecher (4 secs); J. Heath (3 secs). Also started S. Brailsford (scr) and L. Rountree (5 secs).”

With the club’s first ever races completed management now threw itself into the organisation of its first big inter-club sports day. Several gentlemen were co-opted into official positions and perhaps the most interesting was the appointment of Mr. De Rose as Costume Steward. Doubtless it was his task to ensure all competitors were decently clad given attitudes to swimwear in those early days. 

A list of events was posted on the notice boards at Te Aro baths (a saltwater pool at Oriental Bay) and also at the Thorndon freshwater pool. The Wellington String Orchestra wrote offering their services but the offer was regretfully declined due to lack of funds. A letter was also forwarded to the Miramar Borough Council informing them of the forthcoming sports day and requesting that the Council erect a urinal at Worser Bay.

With such attention to detail behind it, it is little wonder that the day was a tremendous success.

The following is the newspaper report in the Evening Post: “Worser Bay was the centre of attraction yesterday when, in pleasant sunshine, the Worser Bay Swimming and Life Saving Club held its inaugural sports meeting. The club was formed as the result of a visit of Mr. W. Henry (the English founder of the Royal Life Saving Society) and during the day an excellent illustration was afforded the assemblage of practical life saving under the Schaefer system. Messrs A. Somerville, H. Leveston, F. Wilton, L. Salek, E. Forne and H. Mitchell gave the demonstration under the direction of Messrs B. C. Freyberg (later the famous war hero and Governor General of New Zealand)  and Mr. H. Rountree the resident responsible for original formation of the club. The exercise in water drill also attracted considerable attention. The Mayor of Miramar (Mr. John Brodie), President of the club, thanked those who had assisted to make the meeting a success. He also congratulated the committee on the manner in which it carried out its duties. 

The officials were, in addition to the President, Messrs. C. T. Bell (secretary), G. Sadd (starter) 
and A. Somerville (handicapper).

The various events resulted as follows: 

Men’s 50 yards handicap: First heat; H. Silver 1, C. Murray 2, F. Wilton 3. 
Second heat; V. Allan 1, J. Heath 2, W. Scrambey 3.
Final: H. Silver 1, V. Allan 2, F. Wilton 3
Boys 50 yards handicap: S. Brailsford 1, L. Rountree 2, F. Lindup 3.
Boys race (under 12): S. Hall 1, R. Hogg 2, and E. Wright 3.
100 yards Bracelet: First heat: H. Blick 1, G. Green 2, G. Bruce 3.
Second heat: S. Murrel 1, L. Silver 2, B. C. Freyberg 3.
Final: Blick 1, Green 2, Murrel 3. (Freyberg did not start in final).

Having successfully been established as a club and having successfully run its first-ever inter-club sports day, thoughts of members now turned now turned toward building a club shed. At that time meetings were usually held at Wyatt’s Hall, the Kiosk or at Slug’s Whare. Eventually a sub-committee was elected to discuss the matter with the Borough Council. A plan of a proposed shed was drawn up by Mr. Rountree and forwarded to the Council. The club’s sub-committee finally met the Borough Council at Marshall’s Point where they discussed the problem of selecting a site. At the 9th committee meeting, held at the Kiosk Worser Bay, a letter from the Council was read which stated that as soon as a guarantee of rental was received from the club, all arrangements could be made for the construction of the proposed shed. The names of guarantors were immediately forwarded to the Borough Council and the list included the name of the Mayor of the Borough Council.

It was decided to conclude the inaugural season with a combined social, dance and prize giving. Initially it was intended to hold this function on April 26, but this turned out to be election night, so the event was postponed until April 28. It apparently was a huge success and a substantial profit resulted.The season concluded with the first annual meeting. Membership when the club commenced was 36 and at the annual meeting the committee was proud to announce that membership now stood at 147.

1911 - 1912

At the start of the second season, planning to build clubrooms continued to dominate the committee’s thinking. A special meeting was called to discuss ways and means of raising the money to build a club shed. 

In the meantime tenders had been received based on Mr. Rountree’s initial plan and these were tabled for discussion. The tenders were £300/19 shillings, £297 and £235.

Now knowing the approximate amount required, the finance committee agreed to meet the very next day at the Traveller’s Club. A week later an extraordinary special general meeting was called and this meeting authorised the finance committee to issue debentures up to the amount of £200.

A fortnight later another special general meeting was called and those attending were informed that the finance committee had raised £128. This was considered enough to start the project and it was decided there and then that building should commence as soon as possible.

On January 7, a foundation tablet was laid for the shed and on March 6, the committee held its first meeting in the club’s own shed. The original shed was actually built on the site where the present clubrooms are located.
The year’s Anniversary Carnival was another tremendous success. During the year, the club races for the Brodie and Blair Cups were run off and contested by large fields. Another cup, the J.F. Aiken trophy was presented by Walker and Hall and added to the list.In February the club purchased a punt intended to be used as life saving equipment (our first surf boat).

Later, on August 12, the secretary was instructed to write to the Miramar Borough Council asking for assistance in purchasing a life saving reel. In its reply, the Council stated that it would be happy to meet half the cost, provided that the reel remained the property of the council in the custody of the Worser Bay club.This offer was accepted.

By the time the second season came to an end, club membership stood at 235. This increase was due, in some respects, to the growth of the Woman’s Club, the formation of which had proceeded promisingly. With the help of the Ladies Club, monthly socials were held, plus a monster bazaar and an art union.

1912  - 1913

The membership this year levelled out a bit to 191, comprising 140 senior members and 51 juniors. 

The club’s relay team of Messrs L. Silver, P. A. Walton, L. Carmichael and H. Silver were competitors at both carnivals held by the Wellington Centre on the occasion of the visit of Australian swimmers and succeeded in being placed third on the second occasion. 

The Annual Carnival was held at Worser Bay on January 22,1913 and the result was all that could be desired. The races were keenly contested by large numbers of swimmers. The residents of the district responded in a liberal manner to the appeal of the club and very considerable help was rendered financially, which enabled the committee to donate valuable trophies.

The Annual Report for this season noted that a series of concerts and dances were not very well supported and the committee, especially the ladies, deserved better recognition for their efforts. The report noted ‘the want of seating accommodation had been a great drawback to the holding of concerts and to overcome this difficulty the Messrs Green brothers instituted a proposal to obtain 100 chairs by means of a private dance and public donations’. At the time of the Annual Meeting their efforts had met with encouraging success and between 70 and 80 chairs had already been procured.

1913 - 1914

A team was entered in the B Grade Water Polo competition. This year too, negotiations for the purchase of a surf reel were taken a step further and by the end of the season the committee was able to announce that a surf reel would be on the beach for next season.

Membership at the end of the year stood at 221 even though several members, including the patron W. H. Bell MP, and committee members F. De Rose and C. Tothill had left for overseas as members of the First New Zealand Expeditionary Force.

1914 - 1915

The promised reel duly arrived. Membership increased still further and stood at 232.

What with a new reel, increased membership and a relatively new club shed, things were on the up and up – until the P & T Department stepped in.

Unfortunately the Post and Telegraph Department decided that Worser Bay was the perfect spot to build a wharf for their cable laying vessels. What was even more disturbing was the fact that the site they had chosen was the very spot where the club’s just completed rooms were located. Something had to give and by Government decree it was the club shed. The Public Works on behalf of P & T offered the Club £300 for the club shed or £75 towards the cost of shifting the shed. Strenuous efforts were made to find an alternative site or an alternative shed. It was suggested that the club pay rent on the existing shed until such time that P & T required it but the rental suggested by P & T was exorbitant.

Eventually the £300 offer was accepted and the club made arrangements with the Borough Council to hire the old Pilot shed. The rent the Council suggested was only nominal so the shift was reluctatly agreed to.

1915 - 1916

The 1916 Annual Report was dominated by the war. It noted that racing had to be limited to events connected with the Club Cups. Some excellent competitions resulted especially in the case of the Blair Cup race from Seatoun Wharf to Worser Bay. No fewer than 9 members started including 4 Juniors and the winner was P. Cooper. The Brodie Cup this year was won by Vic Allan who was to continue to compete in club races for many years to come.

 A club team also won a relay race held to celebrate the opening of the new Tepid Baths at the Boy’s Institute and a local newspaper congratulated the team on the generous spirit displayed when they handed back the trophy to the Institute.

Also worth highlighting an item that appeared in the personal column of the Evening Post. It read   “ We desire to thank Mr. C. T. Bell, captain of the Worser Bay Swimming Club and Messrs Simmons, Stanley and Rough for their kind assistance to us in the recent yacht accident at Worser Bay”.

A dominant feature of this year’s annual report was the list of Club members who had enlisted and who were already at the front or who were leaving shortly. List included 40 names, a considerable number for the newly formed club. Not only that, a further 6 names were listed as having been killed in action including: S. Gardner, A Griffiths, J.V. Radcliffe, F. De Rose, A. Mellis Stuart and C. Tothill.

1917 - 1918

The club had a very successful season with the weather having been perfect. Junior and lady members had taken a great interest in the racing and in the life saving classes. The membership stood at 194 of which 91 were seniors, 37 ladies and 66 juniors.

Early in this season extensive improvements were carried out in the interior of the old Pilot House and the outside of the building was freshened up with paint and new timbers put on the approach.

On a more serious note it is recorded in the year’s Annual Report that the Club’s Roll of Honour now stood at 49 and that several additional members had gone to front. It was also recorded with regret that the following had been killed in action: The list included club Patron W.H.D. Bell and Messrs R. C. Calman, R. Fox, H. May, J. Saxon, C. Sylvester and H. Wyatt. It is quite remarkable that this recently established Club had contributed so many people to the war effort with over 50 members signing up. Even more remarkable was the number who failed to return from the war. The list of those killed in action was a follows:

S. Gardiner                      W.H.D. Bell (Patron)                 C. Tothill
A. Griffiths		     J.D. Bennett                              R. Fox
J.V. Radcliffe                    F. Galvin                                  R. C. Calman
H. Wyatt		      H. May                                     J. Saxon
F. De Rose     	                  A. M. Stuart	
A. Mellis Stuart                 C. Sylvester
This was also the year in which the Club decided to improve the facilities at the beach for the running of club races by building a concrete starting platform. Vic Allan told me that this was a tedious project requiring much weekend work. The two drums that formed the base of the diving platform were rolled over Miramar Heights to the beach and many weekends were spent carrying bucket after bucket of concrete through the water to the site of the platform.

It was also a year in which a start was made on building another club shed and a letter was written to the Borough Council informing them of the club’s intentions. The Council replied that when the Club had finally decided to go ahead, Council would be happy to meet with Club officials with a view to coming to some agreement about the site. With £170 in hand the club approached a local resident Mr. Warcup and asked him to draw up a building plan with financial limitations in mind. He was advised that the cost should not exceed £230.

1918 - 1919

With the war now ended, the Club enjoyed a very positive season. Membership stood at 230 comprising 120 seniors, 39 ladies and 70 juniors. 

This year it was decided to definitely proceed with the construction of a new shed. A site was selected and the committee set about raising finance. Several donations were received from Club members and local residents. A little later, tenders of £185 and £213 pounds were received for the construction of a new shed. The lowest tender was accepted and construction commenced.

One of the junior members, Frank Norton Taylor, rescued a local resident from drowning. An influenza epidemic prevented a quorum attending many club meetings and also curtailed the holding of opening day until January 11. Mr.S.T.Silver, a foundation member resigned from the Club and was presented with two mounted military brushes.

The opening of the shed was celebrated with an inter-club carnival held on Saturday February 15. Then on February 26 the first meeting was held in the new club shed. This shed continued to be used until 1961.

1919 - 1920

The first event of the year was a welcome home for the club’s soldiers and a celebration was held in the Seatoun Masonic Hall. Club events were given a great boost with the donation of two new trophies; a gold medal by Mr. Wakelin and a cup by Mr. Manthell. It was decided the Manthell Cup would be awarded to the boy under 16 who did the neatest header.

The opening day was held on a wonderfully fine day and proceedings were accompanied by rousing music from the Miramar Band

This year the Club maintained its strong position with membership standing at 216. The Club’s 100 yard Championship (a ladder competition) was won by W. Henry while the Brodie Cup went to L. W. Green. The Anniversary Day annual carnival was re-introduced and although the weather wasn’t the best, it was a very successful event. The highlight of the day was unquestionably the Defence Department approved marine explosion. No doubt the explosion and the subsequent race to collect the stunned fish was a spectacle everyone in enjoyed. 

This was an enthusiastic season with all social functions and events well attended. Two successful dances were held and town members were transported home on a late tram especially hired for the purpose.




1920 - 1921
The annual report noted that the club had another successful season. Membership stood at 198, 94 of whom were seniors. Club races bought forth keen competition although it was noted that the fields for ladies and junior were quite small. The Anniversary Day carnival was again a huge success and the beach was thronged with thousands of spectators. The racing was of a very high standard and was enjoyed by all. There was another addition to the programme this year – a sand castle building contest.

Another point of interest was that the Club wrote letter to both the Royal Life Saving Society and the Surf Association asking if they were still in existence. The letters were prompted by the fact that club delegates hadn’t received any notices of meetings.

Of real significance this year was the Club’s new look with teams competing for the first time in togs that consisted of dark blue V’s and light blue caps. It was the first time that the club had adopted the official club colours of dark blue and light blue. They have remained as the club colours ever since.

1921 - 1922

Membership now stood at 281, an increase of 83 over the previous year. With coaching assistance from Maranui Club members the Club had more success with awards than any other Club in Wellington.

A team was sent to Otaki and returned with the Otaki Shield, winning first place for the land drill competition. 

The report also noted that the big increase in members had put a lot of pressure on the clubrooms. As no progress had been made on the proposed P & T Wharf, the Club offered to rent the Green Shed from P & T and this, of course was the original shed the club had built back in 1912. This time P & T offered a reasonable rental and even offered the club first right of refusal on the old shed in the event it ever came up for sale. A rental was agreed and the very popular dancing classes were transferred to the larger green shed. The classes were well attended and enough funds were collected to enable the Club to purchase a piano. 

The Annual Report for this season reflected the enthusiasm of Club members and was the first to be written by W.H. (Bill) Gerrie who was to have a significant influence on the Club over many years.

A further addition was made to the Anniversary Day programme – a comic umbrella race. The Wahler Cup contest was also held at this Carnival and for the first time the Club entered 3 teams. Unfortunately none of them were successful.

During this year, the Club wrote the Surf Association drawing attention to the fact that both our club and Lyall Bay were wearing the same light blue and dark blue colours. The Association was asked which club had prior right to these colours. The Association replied that these colours had been allocated to us and would remain as Worser Bay’s official club colours. Upon receiving this reply the club immediately ordered more official togs – dark blue with a light blue strips. Presumably Lyall Bay had to limit their colours to dark blue and white.

1922 - 1923

Maranui were invited to an evening in the Green shed and a committee was appointed to organise the evening’s entertainment. The new piano made a significant contribution to the evening’s success.

Extra trams were laid on for this year’s Anniversary Day carnival and 2 gallons of ale was purchased.

[image: ]Competitively it was good year and the club had its first victory in the inter-club Wahler Cup. J. Blakeney was selected in the Wellington provincial team to contest the Nelson Shield and a visit was made by a club team to Otaki. A new Club pennant and flag standard was also purchased. At the Annual meeting it was decided to write to the Wellington City Council drawing attention to the fact that tepid baths were urgently needed.

At this meeting too, the election of two life members was recorded. The election of two brothers - G. R. and L. Green – as life members was quite unique. The brothers had been enthusiastic members of the club since the first year it was formed and their contribution to the club’s social functions was outstanding.



1923 - 1924

Membership for this season stood at 224 and consisted of 3 life members, 85 seniors, 49 ladies and 87 juniors.

[image: ]This year also, the club competed in nearly all the available competitions and was successful in winning the inter-club Wahler Cup for the second consecutive year. There were also three victories in March Past events as well as a second placing in the Island Bay shield. The club’s record in this year’s local competition was all the more noteworthy because this was the year that Maranui became the first Wellington club to win the Nelson Shield. Clearly the level of competition in Wellington was of a very high standard.

The Anniversary Day carnival was also perhaps the most successful ever. It was held on an exceptionally fine day and the beach was thronged with a record crowd. The fields were excellent, the events were keenly contested and the finishes close. The life saving contests was reported as giving the public a first class demonstration of the valuable work being done by the various Wellington clubs.

During this year, the diving platform built in 1917 was improved and a springboard was added. It was also decided that a new reel was required and the necessary funds were raised. At this stage the club was still using the reel it had purchased some 10 years ago. There were also new rules introduced this year for the club championship ladder and there were frequent challenges throughout the season. Mr. L. Williams held the No 1 spot for more than half the season and successfully defeated 4 challenges. Bill Lavelle, who was also club secretary and club treasurer at the time, won the club championship.

1924 - 1925

The Annual Report noted that membership stood at 228 and the current financial position was very satisfactory. In fact the club had enough money in the bank to re-roof the club shed with new iron at a cost of £24.The replacement of the roof was required because a good southerly had lifted the roof off the shed. It was also planned to repaint the roof and the clubrooms in the following season. Adding to clubrooms was also on the agenda as the sheer number of members was putting a lot of pressure on the club shed’s limited space. If the present numbers continued to be sustained it was [image: ]noted that the club would either have to add to the existing shed or build a new one.

There was some concern expressed that the new changing rooms the council had built at the beach might result in the club losing some of its less active members. However the committee also considered that the growing popularity of Worser Bay and the projected new transport services currently being considered by the council would also offer the club a great opportunity to increase its membership.

The club races drew excellent fields during the season and all the cups and trophies were keenly contested. Bill Lavelle retained the freestyle championship and he won the 100 yards in a time of 71.75 seconds. Mr. D. Thomas won the breastroke championship.

The club entered two teams in the inter-club water polo competition and the A team managed to hold their own against more experienced teams.

As a result of an excellent response to ‘Reel Fund’ appeal, new life saving equipment had been purchased. The club was also successful in winning the Wahler Cup for the 3rd consecutive year. 

The annual Anniversary Day Carnival was held but the event was somewhat marred by the weather. A bad swell and choppy seas made it difficult to complete all the races, but the committee persevered and completed the programme. An attempt was also made at this year’s carnival to augment the club funds by running some sideshows on the beach and the entertainment included a 3-piece orchestra for beach jazz. 7 gallons of ale were also purchased. The overall result proved to be a little disappointing and the committee noted that this was possibly due to the infantile paralysis epidemic. The dance at the evening was very popular and concluded what was, despite the weather, a successful day.

At the end of season Annual Meeting two further life members were unanimously elected – Bill Gerrie and Vic Allan. These two stalwarts continued to be involved in the club right into the 50’s and 60’s. There was also a moment of silence as the meeting when all stood to remember the death during the year Mr. J. R. Heath and Mr. L. M. Silver. Mr Silver had been a vice president for a number of years but the death of Mr. Heath was deeply distressing because he was an active, competing member who had been in prime of his life.



1925 - 1926

[image: ]As discussed at the previous year’s annual meeting, it seemed the Council’s new bathing sheds did have an impact on total membership; the total this year was down to 163. However the committee considered the increased popularity of the beach and the improved transport to the beach would soon reverse the trend.

Races this year were keenly contested with the junior racing in particular a decided improvement on last year. The ladies races however, didn’t stimulate much interest and many were abandoned through lack of interest. Club representatives competed in all open swimming carnivals and achieved good success. Two junior water polo teams were entered in the local inter club series and the A team were the overall winners.

Another event of significance this year was a rescue affected by a young member Mr. D. Bell    who saved the life of a young boy. But while this rescue was highlighted in the Annual Report, it was also noted that not one club member gained a Royal Life Saving Society medallion during this year. Lack of interest in attending life saving classes caused the Secretary to comment that the Club should change its name and only be known as a swimming club.        Dick Pelham and others ready for the club races


Pelham 

and others, ready for the club races


Financially the club also reported that it was in good shape and that all the social activities were well attended and very successful.

Again, while bad weather hampered the Anniversary Day carnival, the attempt to augment the Club funds with more side shows on carnival day proved quite satisfactory.

[image: ]It is interesting to note that for the last 3 years the club had been occupying 3 sheds – the first shed it built in 1907, the new shed completed in 1919 as well as the old pilot shed.

1926 - 1927

Membership this year was down to 118 but while members were fewer in number they were certainly enthusiastic about both swimming and life saving competition. The biggest membership decline was in the ladies section with numbers down to 8 girls of whom only 6 regularly used the club shed. 
Crowd of people at Worser Bay watching the Royal boat arrive. 
                  S.C. Smith collection Alexander Turnbull library.

Club races drew good fields and competition was of a high standard. The club was well represented at the many inter club carnivals with at least one member securing a place at every meeting. It was also very gratifying to know that the club could produce a successful relay team as it did on three occasions.

[image: ]On the life saving front the club’s showed performances a marked improvement. The most notable was winning the Island Bay Novice Cup for the first time. Also, for the first time, the club won a seven man run out event. Life saving classes were run under the guidance of Mr. R.P. Kennedy and 28 members were able to pass Royal Life Saving examinations and gain the required awards.

[image: ]The annual Anniversary Day carnival was held again but the weather was only fair. Several club members weren’t able to help at the carnival because they had to attend a military camp at Fort Dorset so the organisation was short handed. 

Despite this the various side shows yielded a fair sum although the overall result could only be called satisfactory.

The various dances held through the year were well attended although with the Post and  Telegraph Department refusing the club’s tender to re-lease the Green Shed, it was likely to prove very difficult to hold dances in the future.

1927 - 1928

The Club was in an excellent financial position this year. The reason for this, according to annual report, was that the club’s piano had been sold and the money ( £22/10) transferred to the building fund.            The field for the Blair Cup


[image: ]On the swimming front there was a marked improvement in the standard of performance although the ladies has shown no interest at all and were seldom seen at the club. Part of the reason for the improvement was the arrival at the club of Dick Pelham who recently held the New Zealand 440 yards title. Dick Pelham represented Wellington at the Nationals and was unfortunate in not securing a better place than 3rd in the 220 yard race. Dick Pelham and Alan Hepburn both recorded placings in the Wellington championships. The clubs water polo team was runner up in the senior championship.

Membership, however, had further declined and stood at 97 but the club still achieved 14 Royal Life Saving awards with Mr. J. Newport and Mr. D. Thomas both gaining the Silver award. The annual carnival was a great success with close racing and good attendance despite the fact the NZ Champs were on at the same time.
1928 - 1929

[image: ]This was a busy and successful season, which the committee believed was due to improvements made to the club shed. The shed was lined and painted throughout, the entrances shifted to the centre and a basement created underneath in which to store the reels and gear. It was believed the club now possessed the best club shed in Wellington, Interestingly the architect for these improvements was Mr. W. E. Lavelle who some 30 years later, also designed the current club shed.

[image: ] Membership this year increased to 146 and created an excellent pool of talent from which to select the Club life saving teams. This year the club regained the Wahler Cup that had been lost to Maranui last year. 26 awards were made by the Royal Life Saving Society and instruction courses were run at Scots College. 

The club races were keenly contested and there was some significant names among the winners – A. Hepburn, L.G. Grimstone, V.L. Allan, J. W. Newport all of whom were key to the club continuing on into the future.     Jimmy Newport’s team brings 
           their patient ashore


The annual carnival this year was considered to be one of the best on record – an exceptionally fine day and the beach thronged with a record crowd. The life saving contests were most interesting but the club was unfortunately denied the opportunity to gain income by running the usual side shows. The city council, unfortunately refused to allow the side shows on the beach. The evening dance was again a great success and Mr. W. Semple MP presented the trophies.
[image: ]
1929 – 1930

Membership this year was 132 comprising 8 life members, 60 seniors and 64 juniors. While this represented a small decrease, the club management wasn’t worried because it was probably due to the bad weather that was experienced during the season. Given a good summer it was believed the membership would steadily increase, particularly as the club shed was a great facility.

Club races drew good fields and all the trophies were keenly contested. The freestyle championship was won by Jim Newport and there were the usual good performances from            J. Blakeney, Alan Jones, Allan Hepburn and L.Grimstone. Club teams competed in just about every competition and put up some excellent performances although the Wahler Shield was lost to Maranui and the Novice Cup to Island Bay. The club however, was successful in winning the Junior Cup the first time it was competed for. 18 members passed life saving awards during the season and Mr. T. Hull gained his instructors certificate. Classes were again held at Scots College and the college was successful in gaining 50 awards.

The annual carnival was again a great success on a beautifully fine day. The dance in the evening was a huge success and this year Bob Semple’s wife again presented the awards.

Because of extraordinary weather conditions during the winter, the sea encroached on the beach and undermined part of the club shed foundations. Repairs had to be immediately implemented but fortunately the club was in good financial health and the work was immediately commissioned.

1930 - 1931

Notwithstanding the repairs to the club shed and the repainting required, the club remained financially sound. The weather during this season was exceptionally bad and the membership showed a small decline.

The club was represented at most inter-club carnivals and in almost every swimming event a club member either finished 1st or 2nd. The Club also achieved its best ever record in inter-club competitions with victories in the in the Law Rose Bowl, the Novice Cup and the Junior Cup. In fact the juniors won the Junior Cup for the second year in succession.
[image: ]
The highlight of this year was Allan Hepburn’s win in the Annette Kellerman Cup at the New Zealand Swimming Championship. This cup was a long distance handicap race and Alan’s win was a credit both to his own personal ability and to the efforts of his coach, long serving club member Vic Allan.

For the first time the club’s annual carnival was held at Te Aro baths and was a huge success. The event was well supported by other clubs and the Wellington centre gave the club its full support. An interesting event at the carnival was a race between present members under 21 and the old timers ( members who joined the club in 1910). The old timers, represented by V. Allan, F. Wilton, G. Green, L. Green and H. Silver, were the narrow winners. 

The Wahler Cup event was held at Worser Bay on Anniversary Day and created a great deal of interest among the large numbers of the public who were present at the beach.

1931 - 1932

The club entered teams in all the competitions held by the Royal Life Saving Society but the overall results were disappointing – apparently because little or no training was undertaken. As in the previous year the best performers were the juniors who annexed the Junior Cup for the third successive year. Also disappointing was the fact that only 3 Bronze Awards were obtained.

A new competition was introduced at the Club with the Polo Cup allocated to an Alarm Rescue Competition. It was won for the first time by T. Rowell (reel and captain), G. Bell (line) and K. M. Wilton (belt).

Congratulations were also in order to Bill Gerrie who was awarded a Distinguished Service Medal by the Royal Life Saving Society. Bill had served on the Wellington Royal Life committee for the past 17 years and for several years filled the position of chairman.

The club races drew excellent fields and were keenly contested with Allan Hepburn winning the freestyle championship and the Rowntree Cup. A team also entered the Peck Shield but owing to the extreme coldness of the water all the club swimmers failed to complete the course.

The club’s annual carnival was again held at Te Aro baths and was a big success both as a spectacle and from a financial point of view.

The club also presented a banner for open competition among the Wellington swimming clubs for a breaststroke relay. It was a handsome banner made in club’s colours by Mr. P. M. Blakeney and the Wellington Swimming Club were the first winners. In the end of year annual report the club extended congratulations to Maranui for winning both the Nelson Shield and Wm. Henry Memorial Trophy at the New Zealand Life Saving Championships.

1932 - 1933

Club membership stood at 98 and there was a greater amount of interest shown by all members. Teams were entered in all major competitions but there was very little serious training. The only success was a victory in the Novice Cup. 
[image: ]The Nationals this year were supposed to be held at Foxton but were regrettably abandoned.

Life saving classes were held and 6 surf medallions and 3 bronze medallions were obtained.

This was also the year that the New Zealand Surf Life Saving Association was formed and the rules governing the conduct of competitions and methods of resuscitation were substantially amended and due to take effect in the next season.
          Vic Allan and others in front of the Green Shed

The club rescue competition was this year won by the team of J. Newport, J. Horrax (belt) and E. White. Swimming events were also on something of a high this year and all the club races were keenly contested. Classes for children at Worser Bay School were arranged and it was hoped these classes would be continued every year. The freestyle championship this year went to W. Dougall and the Blair Cup wharf race was won by G. Richards, the first appearance on the trophy winning list from a family who were to become very important to the club in the years to come. Bill Richards also appeared on the club prize list for the first time and was also successful in winning the Wellington 100 yards Junior championship. Allan Hepburn finished second in the Wellington 220 yards breastroke championship while W. Dougall was third in the Wellington 440 yards championship. A little later the same W. Dougall was farewelled by the club when he left for England to further his studies.

This year, for the first time, a club badge was issued to all members who paid their subscription. Attached to a swimmer’s costume these badges were very popular with younger members and everyone was encouraged to wear their badge on their togs. All in all a good year under the leadership of Chairman Jimmy Newport.


1933 - 1934

This year membership totalled 127 with the total boosted by 77 juniors. Teams were entered in all local life saving competitions but no trophies were won. This year several local championship events were held at Worser Bay including the beltmans championship, the Otaki Shield and the Novice Cup. These events were all very well run by the club’s committee and the possibility was expressed that more events would be held here in the future. 

During the year nine members gained their surf medallion and the Blick Cup life saving competition was this year won by the team of I. Gunderson (reel), C. Jones (belt) and A. Bartlett (line).

Bill Gerrie handicapped the club races and many close finishes resulted. Colin Jones, appeared on the prize list for the first time and took home 3 cups. This was the same Colin Jones who later became the longest serving Secretary of the New Zealand Surf Life Association in the history of the NZ Surf Life Saving.

1934 - 1935

This year membership was a remarkable 169 including 66 seniors and 95 juniors. 

A team was entered in the Peck Shield and although unsuccessful, the event was notable because Colin Jones led the field home. This was the year too that a junior, Bill Richards, won the club’s freestyle championship. Also of note was news that former club member W. Dougall was selected to swim for England Universities against Scottish Universities.

A team was sent to the West Coast life saving championships at Wanganui but it was a very unsuccessful trip with the team manager reporting he was very disappointed with the behaviour of some members who were never on hand when they were required. 

Social activities were also on a high and a series of card parties and dances were held and proved very popular.

This year the annual report expressed its admiration for the prompt action of two young members (C. McKnight and R. Smith) who saved two boys from drowning at Miramar wharf.

1935 - 1936

This year was, of course, the club’s silver jubilee and a smoke concert was held to celebrate the event.

This was also a year of heavy club expenditure. Repairs were carried out on the club shed, new costumes were purchased and the new reel was painted to bring it into line with new competitive requirements. Bill Richards again won the club championship and a club team finished fifth in the Peck Shield. In life saving, a win was recorded in the Novice Cup and a club team finished second in the Junior Cup. The club’s water polo team finished second in the B grade and recorded 10 wins out of 11 games.

An insight into the club’s activities appeared in the Evening Post on February 18 and read as follows:

“The annual competition for the Blick Cup was held yesterday and it is a 4 man alarm runout, the teams being decided on a ballot.”

“Five teams were entered and the standard of proficiency was excellent. A fine swim was put up by C. Jones beltman for the C team who returned fastest time, 2 minutes 40.35 secs. The following club races were also held. Third distance for the Lynam Cup, under 14 – D. Leary 1, F. Flaus 2, Smith 3. Leary wins the cup with 9 points, J. Flaus being runner up with 8 points. Third distance Atkins Cup for boys under 16:  L. Flaus 1, G. Hay 2, P. King 3. G. Hay wins the cup with 9 points, 
l. Flaus and W. Richards being second equal.”

1936 - 1937

This year the club’s executive lamented a noticeable drop in enthusiasm among club members. The juniors were excused to some degree because of the unfortunate outbreak of infantile paralysis that meant they were kept at home by their parents more than usual.

It was also a year in which the club happily contributed to the financial costs incurred by a visit from an Australian Life Saving team.

Unfortunately, and perhaps due to inclement weather, the members showed very little interest in life saving activities. This was particularly disappointing because the national championship were held this year at Lyall Bay and lack of training by club members resulted in very poor performances.

The club swimming races, on the other hand were well contested and Bill Richards again won the club championship. Bill was also invited to be a member of the Wellington relay team that competed against the Australian visitors.

On a sad note, the death was recorded of the club’s first President – former Miramar Mayor John Brodie.

1937 - 1938

This season the club’s membership increased by 100% - from 92 last year to 185 at the season’s end. The committee was rightly very proud of this remarkable achievement. 

[image: ]During this season, the club costumes purchased a couple of years ago, were now unsuitable for competition and were offered for sale to club members at a reasonable price. It was hoped the club could purchase new and more distinctive costumes in time for the next season. Raising the necessary funds was certainly on the agenda as the club ended the season with a bank balance of 8 shillings and five pence. 

The club again competed in the Peck Shield, and this year the weather was perfect although the club could only finish fourth. ‘Learn to Swim Week” was introduced this year by the New Zealand Federation of Swimming and was well supported by the club. The club also patrolled Titahi Bay on its appointed day and later in the season, a contingent from the club visited the same beach to compete in the Durant Memorial Shield. The junior four man team secured first place in the run out event and gained several placings in other events. The club entered at team in the NZ Surf Championships at New Brighton. Unfortunately 1 member was unable to make the trip at the last minute and as no substitute was available only 2 members travelled south. These members competed in the Cambrian Shield at their own expense.Crowded beach in the 30’s. 
S. C. Smith Collection, Alexander Turnbull library


This year, long time club member Vic Allan was awarded the coveted Distinguished Service Medal by the Royal Life Saving Society. The citation read “No name is better known in New Zealand in life saving circles and no competition is complete without him.“

1938  - 1939

Despite every effort being made by the committee, membership for this season totalled just 68, a severe drop from the previous season. 

The annual report this year gives little indication of the reason for this severe drop in membership. The inclement weather conditions received some of the blame but no mention was made of the developing situation in Europe and undoubtedly this must have had some impact.

It was noted that life saving activities in the club were not well supported and this was blamed on the safe swimming conditions at Worser Bay where it was deemed unlikely that a team would ever be needed in deadly earnest.

Water polo was the most popular activity in the club this year and 2 teams were entered. The top team competed in the B grade and was undefeated winning 5 games and drawing 4.  Colin Jones was selected to play for the Rest against the Wellington representatives – a notable selection for the member of a B Grade team. It was hoped that in the coming season, the club’s team would be promoted to the A grade.

The death of foundation member Mr. S. T. Silver was also recorded in the Annual Report.

Financially the year was a reasonable success mainly because of the efforts of a 
group known as the Winter Swimmers organised by Dolph Kitto and Vic Allan.  

1939 - 1940

This year the club began to feel the effect of the wartime conditions. Many members joined the Military forces and the Club was proud of the numbers who had volunteered.  The impact was particularly noticed at the executive level and the club struggled to put a committee together. Membership was down to 24 seniors and 11 juniors, the lowest it had been for a long, long time.

Messrs R. Hill, N. T. Jones, G. Richards, and T. Rowell were on Home Service, R. Wait and W. Muriel were in the 3rd Echelon NZ Expeditionary Force. In August a special social evening was held for Robin Wait who was the first club member to be posted overseas. Club President Bill Gerrie presented Robin with a money belt that everyone hoped would prove useful to him overseas. 

Despite the low membership, club races were keenly contested and congratulations were extended to Colin Jones who was again first home in the Peck Shield, Wellington’s premier harbour swim. He also recorded 4th fastest time in the Annette Kellerman Cup, the New Zealand long distance race. Colin also captained the Wellington Representative B Polo team at the NZ Championships.

The Surf Championships were again held at Lyall Bay and although the club 
entered teams in a number of events no great success was achieved.

Of great importance, however, was the fact that 6 juniors passed the Life Saving Bronze and Surf examination and the Club set itself a target building a strong life saving team for the future.
During the winter club spirit was nurtured with table tennis and social activities and as a result, it was expected that the new season would start with a sound foundation of active members.

1940 - 1941

This year the Club recorded that a member serving overseas – had been posted as missing by air operations - Sergeant Pilot Stan Murphy. 

The following is the full list of members serving this in the armed forces:

ARMY: W. Muriel, R. Wait, T. Hull, G. S. Richards, W. Richards, N. T. Jones.
AIR FORCE: I. Stone, S. Murphy, R. Hill, P. Booth.
FLEET AIR ARM: A. Arcos, J. Wallace.

With many new members swelling the ranks, the fields for the club races were large. This was especially true in the junior boys and the Atkins Trophy was competed for the first time in several seasons. A team was also entered in the Peck Shield but bad conditions and cold water temperatures meant that the team was unsuccessful.

The most significant achievement this year for the club’s long term future, was the success in training 8 members to successfully pass their Surf medallion.

As a result of this training programme and despite the adverse effect of the war the club enjoyed a season that would among its most successful. 

A club novice team captained by Neville Lobb won the Law Rose Bowl at Paekakariki. Other teams filled minor places in a number of events. On a day of competition at our own beach this year, the club contested every event and met with marked success.

Water Polo was another highlight of the year and the club team played 8 games and 
won 6.

At end of the season, and after meeting with representatives of other sporting bodies in Wellington, a gala day on the club’s beach was organised with the proceeds going to assist patriotic purposes. The day was great success.

1941 - 1942

For most of this year, local surf activities were curtailed through lack of officials and competitors. Most activities were therefore centred around swimming and it was quite a successful year for the club.

A team of W. Smith, T. Edmonson, A. Pearson, N. Jones and C. Jones finished second in the Peck Shield. At the provincial championships Colin Jones swam outstandingly well and won both the 440 yards and the 880 yards. Our water polo team finished runner up in the B grade, losing the final in the last minute. 

It was the war, however, that dominated the year. More members were called up and the clubs contribution to war effort continued to grow and serving members now included:

ARMY: T. Hull, W. Murie, R. Wait, H. Lane, G. Turney, J. Newport, W. Richards, G. Richards, T. McLaughlin, R. Phillips, H. Ham. 
AIR FORCE: P. Travers, I. Stone, P. Booth, S. Murphy, R. Hill, F. Lane. 
J. McDonald.
NAVY: W. Smith, N. Lobb
FLEET AIR ARM: A. Arcus, O. Lobb, J. Wallace.
Former Secretary Bill Ivory, was also serving overseas in a civilian capacity.

Pilot Officer Ivan Stone was posted as missing. Sergeant Pilots Stan Murphy and Ray Hill were reported as being prisoners of war.

As more and more club members were called up, the onus for the future of the club fell on the younger members who responded in fine style.

1942 - 1943

As if having 27 members serving overseas wasn’t enough, the Defence Department decided that Worser Bay beach was now of some strategic importance and the Club shed was requisitioned and the beach was enclosed in barbed wire. Consequently great difficulty was encountered organising club activities and membership sank even further. This year there only 30 members comprising 8 life members, 7 seniors and 15 juniors.

The club ran at a loss this year because it was decided to remit subscriptions for the season because the club had no facilities to offer members. The committee kept in touch with members by post and everything seemed to run quite efficiently and the juniors did more than their share in keeping the club active. 

Without any income, the committee then asked both NZ Surf and the Wellington Centre to waive affiliation fees for the year. Fortunately both agreed to the deferment.

Rob Wait, who was the first club member to be posted overseas, returned home for a brief furlough and the remaining members were hoping to catch up with him during his brief stay.

It was with deep regret that the club announced that Pilot Officer Ivan Stone, who had been reported missing in action, was now recorded as being killed in action. He was the first of the serving members to have made the supreme sacrifice.

With the beach cordoned off as Defence property, club races were organised at Te Aro baths and despite adverse weather adding to the woes, good fields turned up and competed for most trophies. Among the list of winners was Jim Cornish who was successful in the Lynam Cup.

Few interclub carnivals were held during this year but our club was represented in most events. A team was entered in the Peck Shield but failed to get four to finish so did not gain a place. Colin Jones again represented the club in the middle distances and won the 880 yards for the second consecutive year. He also finished second in both the 440 yards and the 220 yards.

The surf association ran three carnivals during the year and although club members attended, they took no part in the competitive events.

It was a different story in the water polo where the club team started the season so strongly that they were promoted from second grade to first grade. 

1943 - 1944

This year Sub Lieutenant Jack Wallace became the second club member to be killed while on active service when he died in an air accident while serving with Fleet Air Arm. 

A hearty welcome home was extended to Graham Turney and Bill Ivory two club members who had returned from overseas. Bill Ivory in fact had been discharged and as a previous secretary it was hoped that he would again take an active part in club affairs.

With Bill Gerrie in charge as both starter and handicapper, club races were run fortnightly at Te Aro baths and attendance was quite encouraging. A notable absentee was Vic Allan. Illness forced Vic to miss the club races for the first time and after 38 years of participation in over 1500 races. In the club competitions last season, Vic had again won the Brodie Cup which he first won in 1913. His 38 season long participation in club races is a unique record and highlights the important contribution Vic had made to the club over the years.

The Wellington Surf Association conducted two surf meetings during the year but the club was unable to enter teams in any events. Losing access to the club shed had a severe effect on the life saving activities of the club. Water polo remained strong and the club team was again promoted to first grade and finished in the middle of the field. Colin Jones was selected as a member of the Wellington team that travelled to Christchurch for the Nationals. He was also appointed as manager of the team.

At the end of the season, the executive noted that the Defence Department were doing a poor job of maintaining the club rooms. After investigating who was responsible for the maintenance, the club complained to the Navy Department. It was pleasing to report that the approach was sympathetically received and the club was officially informed that the shed would be handed back to the club with all necessary repairs carried out in the very near future.

The end of year Annual meeting was held, in the meantime, at Vetori’s Tea rooms at Worser Bay.

1944 - 1945

The club shed was handed back, repainted and refurbished and an immediate campaign was launched to recruit new members. As a result 38 new active junior and senior members signed up and everyone was delighted that everything was returning to normal. The end of hostilities on all fronts meant that the club was looking forward to all the members returning from the front.

With 50 junior members, instructors W. Smith and B. Ivory were kept very busy and 11 members succeeded in passing their bronze while 5 members passed the Surf Award. The enthusiastic junior, Jim Cornish, succeeded in gaining his Bronze Instructors Award.

Lieut Robin Waite returned during the season. He was the first club member to sign up for active service and he had seen service over a number of years. Everyone was delighted to welcome him back.

All club races were successfully completed both at Te Aro pool and at the beach. Colin Jones won the 220 yards Wellington title and finished second in the 100, 440 and 880. Not only an outstanding swimmer, Colin also served on the Club executive as Chairman, Treasurer, Club Captain and delegate to the Wellington Swimming Association. His efforts were rewarded at the Annual Meeting with his unanimous election as a Life member.

Also of note was the decision of the executive to send a gift parcel to each of the members still serving overseas. It put a dent in the club finances although the cash position had also been substantially improved when the Public Works paid the club £45 as compensation for the loss of the club rooms.

The club entered a team to contest the 6 man at the Wellington Surf Life Saving Championships that were held this year at Worser Bay. The team finished second but were unable to claim the award because not all members had passed the Surf award. 

The club was very confident that they now had a strong nucleus of juniors and everyone felt confident that a major success was now well within the reach of the club.

The water polo team again performed well, although they were now back in the second division. 

The Annual Report for the year noted that the club had survived with distinction the most difficult period in its existence.

1945  - 1946

Membership was slightly down this year but the standard of performance was rising. 

A team was sent this year to the surf nationals. Although unsuccessful the experience was thought to be invaluable. At the Wellington Centre Championships Colin Jones this year won the 440 yards, the 880 yards and the mile and was selected to represent Wellington again at the nationals. The Peck Shield team finished 3rd with Colin Jones recording the fastest time. G. Turney coached 7 members through their Surf examination and also managed the team that went to the Nationals. 

This year too, the club held its own beltmans championship and the winner was Ken Mitchell, who was soon to play a notable role in the development of the club and who eventually became a significant contributor to New Zealand Surf Life Saving.

All club races were held at Worser Bay for the first time in years. Naturally the weather was beautifully fine. 

1946 - 1947

Most members serving overseas had returned home but the club was disappointed that their interest was not quite at the level the committee had hoped for. It made the executive realise that the future of the club lay squarely in the hands of the juniors. 

Fortunately Worser Bay junior membership was stronger numerically than any other club in Wellington and this augured well for the future.

The club entered junior teams at all the surf carnivals and for the first time a senior 4 man team from the club joined the action. Although no wins were recorded the senior team finished second in the Durant Shield at Worser Bay while the junior 6 was second at the Wellington Championships. In fact the juniors performed so well during the season that it was decided to send them to the nationals at New Plymouth and they were rewarded with second place behind Maranui. Interestingly Lyall Bay finished third in a Wellington clean sweep.

This second placing was the first time in the club’s history that a Worser Bay team had been placed at the national championships. This placing was achieved with an obsolete reel that was 20 years old, cumbersome and out of date. 

With a number of juniors progressing to senior next year it was expected that the club would be able to field a senior 6 man team so plans were made to purchase a new reel for the coming season. 

The club’s strength in water polo again was again significant and 3 teams were entered in local competition. The juniors playing in the C grade performed the best and only lost 2 games in the 10 game season. 

The improved performance on all competitive fronts was a credit to the coaches Colin Jones, G. Turney, E. Richards and to the assistance provided by former NZ 440 champion Dick Pelham.

At the Wellington swimming championships, Bill Richards finished 3rd in the 50 and 100 yard Championship races while Colin Jones again won the 440, 880 and the mile.

Early in the season a dance was held at the Rio Grande and last season’s trophies were presented. The evening was a huge success enjoyed by a large number of members and friends.

As the season ended there were high expectations for the coming year and everyone could see even greater success on the horizon.

1947 - 1948

With 59 members including 41 juniors there was an air of expectation for the coming season.

During the long closure of all the schools because of the polio epidemic the clubrooms were vandalised. In addition to structural damage a lot of club photographs disappeared along with some club records (we have no official photographs of the important period from the late 30’s to mid-40’s) and the only surf line the club had was ruined for competition purposes.

The polio epidemic also resulted in the all local pools being closed so club races were held at the beach. The wharf race for the Blair Cup drew a field of 19 swimmers and it was the season’s highlight. The winner was Laurie Harlen at the beginning of a long and successful competitive career.

A grant of £35 was received under the Physical Welfare and Recreation Act and a new standard reel was ordered and 2 belts fitted with safety releases were purchased. The Wellington Surf Association fortunately donated a new cotton line to the club and there was an expectation that next year the club would second to none in the smartness and efficiency of the gear.

The club’s life saving teams had been built up to a highly competitive level.  At the West Coast championships the club was represented by a large contingent of competitors. The senior 4 man won its heat and junior Surf race team finished second in its event. The senior 4 final was never held because of the long programme so places were awarded on the basis of the heat deductions. This meant the Worser Bay team was awarded 3rd place.

Competition in Wellington at that time was probably the strongest in New Zealand and local teams won most of the New Zealand Championship events. Despite the quality of the competition, Club teams recorded minor placings in most events.

The pool closure meant that the water polo competitions didn’t eventuate and club members were disappointed.

The clubs worthy patron Bill Gerrie was elected President of New Zealand Surf Life Saving Association and this was the highest honour that a Worser Bay Club member had ever achieved at national level since the club was established. 

Lastly the season saw on-going work at the club shed with the lining of the committee room and the landing completely rebuilt. A sink for washing up (donated by Mr. Warmington) along with cupboard for cups were installed and for the very first time members could make themselves a cup of tea. Further good news followed with Mr. Park donating an electric urn.

1949 - 1950

This was the year that City Council decided change the configuration of the beach by building retaining walls, flattening the sand dunes and creating a large flat grass area. It was a huge change and many club members were sad to see the sand dunes disappear. The Worser Bay residents, however, were delighted because they believed the changes would stop the sand blowing about.

This was also a year of great enthusiasm at the club. Most carnivals and local swimming meetings were entered and at the Wellington Surf Championships there was a foretaste of the future – the junior surf team and the junior 6 both finished second in the finals. The club attended this year’s Nationals and the juniors again made the finals of both their events.

The most notable competitive achievement was Laurie Harlen’s selection in the Wellington team to compete against the visiting Australians.

On the managerial side, the efforts of Bill Gerrie and Colin Jones are certainly worth noting. 

Bill Gerrie, after some 36 years service was awarded life membership of the Wellington Amateur Swimming Centre. Then Colin Jones was re-elected as Secretary of the NZ Surf Association and was commended on the excellent job he had done in organising the Australian tour.
Worth mentioning too was the selection of club member Geoff Powell as fullback for the Wellington rugby team.

1950 - 1951

In the years since the war, club membership had steadily grown. Growth had mainly taken place in the ranks of the juniors but a few seniors had also stayed on and helped to keep the momentum building. 

In the club’s history spanning nearly 40, there had never a season as successful as this. 

It began with the club’s first win in the Nankervis Shield for the senior Surf teams race at Titahi Bay. The team was Laurie Harlen, Sid Rimmer, Rex Mitchell and Lyndsey Lee. At the Wellington Championship the seniors again won the surf teams race with Laurie Harlen winning the individual title. The juniors also won the junior 4 and finished second in the junior 6.

At this year’s nationals the junior 6 won their heat and finished second in the final to collect the club’s second set of New Zealand silver medals.

Enthusiasm was high, the club shed had been redecorated and the finances were sound. Everything was in place for another good year.

1951 - 1952

This was one of the most successful years ever and the year in which the club took its place among the premier New Zealand clubs.

[image: ]The junior section was exceptionally strong with teams and individual members performing outstandingly at both provincial and national level. 

At the first carnival of the year, Worser Bay teams filled second place in almost every event. The next carnival was at Titahi Bay where the junior teams finished first and second in the junior Surf teams race. At the Wellington championships the juniors won everything – the 6, the 4, finished first and second in the surf teams race and in the junior beltmans event club swimmers finished first, second, third and fourth (Barry Devenport, Rex Mitchell, Alan Granger, and R. Smith). The nationals this year were held at New Plymouth and in the junior 6 heats, the club’s team finished second and qualified for the final. In the final the team improved on its heat performance and when the results were announced the club had won its first ever national title. The successful team was R. Mitchell, A. Grainger, R. Smith, B. Devenport, D. Lee, L. Lee and Ken Mitchell was the instructor. In the national junior 4, the club team won its heat and finished third in the final while the junior surf race team (B. Devenport, C. Billing, D. Lee and R. Smith) finished second in this event.

The seniors gained minor placings at most carnivals and at the local championships were runners up in both the 6 and the 4. They were also third in the surf teams race and third in the beltmans team event while Laurie Harlen finished second in the individual beltmans and Ken Mitchell fourth in the individual surf race. S. Rimmer also finished well up in this event while Jim Cornish finished third in the surf ski race – a rare achievement for a Worser Bay club member. 
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With the club concentrating on surf events there was little participation in local swimming events but at the end of the year the year was finished off in grand style with success with the club’s first ever victory in the teams event of the Peck Shield with the team of Laurie Harlen, Max Bramley, Dick Smith, Barrie Devenport, and Alan Grainger.

All the club races this year drew great fields and this was especially true in the Wharf race which was won by a new member Max Bramley. This race was always considered the most important club race and it was decided this year to create a record for the fastest time and this honour was shared by Chris Billing and Ken Mitchell in 11 minutes 55 seconds. Special mention should be made of Chris’s effort as Chris was a junior at the time and in fact had 3 years left in junior ranks. The club held high hopes for Chris’s future.

Three juniors (D. Lee, R. Smith and B. Devenport) and two seniors (L. Harlen and K. Mitchell) were invited to take part in the local trials for the NZ Surf team. All competed well and gave a good account of themselves but only Barrie Devenport was invited to the final trials. 

The season ended with a Victory dance at the Rio Grande in Miramar where all the trophies won during the year were put on display. The dance was a huge success in every way

1952 - 1953

[image: ]The annual report for this year, said that although the club had lost its New Zealand title, it was probably stronger all around than the year before.

This claim was substantiated by the fact that at this year’s nationals the club was 
represented by two senior 6 man teams and also by a junior March Past team. 

The nationals themselves however, were a disappointment. The conditions were atrocious, making it almost impossible to hold events. Good performances by club teams in the heats were not followed up and the only notable results were a 4th for Laurie Harlen in the senior belt and 9th by Chris Billing in the Junior surf race.

What made these results disappointing was the way the club had largely dominated local carnivals. At the Island Bay carnival for instance, club swimmers were first home in both the Senior and Junior surf races (Laurie and Chris) At the Wellington champs the juniors won 2 titles and the seniors also won 2 events – the senior 4 and the senior surf teams race. Ken Mitchell did a perfect ‘resus’ and won the Otaki Cup. These were the first senior team victories at the local championships by club teams for over 20 years. Also notable was Chris Billings first ever Wellington title with a win in the junior beltmans, closely followed by David Lee who finished second.

Also included in the annual report was the fact that at Titahi Bay Ken Mitchell discovered an 8 year old boy unconscious and face down in the water. With the assistance of Roger McMahon, Ken bought to boy to shore and immediately began applying resuscitation and managed to bring the boy around.

1953 - 1954

During this season, Chris Billing swam himself into the New Zealand Surf team to tour Australia and became Worser Bay’s first-ever New Zealand representative.

[image: ]It all began with junior surf race victories in the first two carnivals of the Wellington season. These victories resulted in Chris being selected to take part in the Wellington region trials. Also selected for the trials were 3 other Worser Bay members Laurie Harlen (senior) and 2 other juniors Barrie Devenport and David Lee.

At the Wellington trials Chris won the junior surf race, the junior belt swim and the beach sprint with Barrie Devenport second in both the swimming events. In the senior events Laurie had two seconds and a third. When the final New Zealand trialists were announced, Chris and Laurie were both included.

At the final trials Chris gave an outstanding performance winning the junior surf race, the junior beltmans and the open beach sprint. Laurie, although swimming well, didn’t quite have the same results and when the final team was announced there was only one Worser Bay name read out - Chris had made the New Zealand team. He went on to swim for New Zealand in the ‘tests’ against Australia with great distinction.

At the Wellington championships this year, Laurie Harlen won both the senior beltmans and the senior surf race while Chris did the same in junior event. The juniors also won the 6, the surf teams race and were second in 4 man.

At the nationals this year, the Worser Bay juniors reached the finals of the 6 and 4 for the third consecutive year – but the finals themselves were washed out. David lee finished 3rd in the Junior beltmans while sprinter Ron Jones tripped over 5 yards from finish while leading the event.

The emergence of Worser Bay swimmers like Laurie, Chris and Barrie into national prominence was the result of a training regime that had emerged at the Bay. There were no heated pools in Wellington at the time and the only pools you had to choose from were the salt water and segregated Te Aro Pool at Oriental Bay or the Thorndon Pool that was only open in summer. There was a pool at Lower Hutt but it was too far away for club swimmers to use.

The club management had decided to put down a buoy about 200 yards from shore and this buoy became the focus of club training. In some years a chart was placed on the club wall and every time you did a buoy swim you could add a cross to the chart. Everyone used to check the chart to see who was training and who was not. No one accumulated more ticks than Chris Billing. Chris had watched Laurie and Ken Mitchell doing their regular buoy swims and because he lived just up the hill in Nevay Road he started a training regime second to none. 

From an early age Chris would swim around the buoy most mornings and nights. It was also usually more than one buoy swim at a time – 8, 9 or more buoy swims were regular occurrences.  And when he finished his buoy swims, Chris would stand thigh deep in the water at the northern end of the beach and run in the water from one end of the beach to the other. Then he would do it again. And again. It was a remarkable training regime. Not only did Chris develop as a swimmer he also developed as a sprinter, eventually becoming almost unbeatable in beach sprint events. Other swimmers in the club learned a lot from watching Chris train and he had a huge impact on the swimming ability of the whole club. Club members today should give it a try. If you look at Chris’s outstanding record the training regime obviously worked.

1954 - 1955

This was the year that Worser Bay firmly established itself among the leading clubs in New Zealand.

At the Waihi nationals, the club senior 6 made the final of premier event – the Nelson Shield – for the first time. They finished 3rd in the final. The junior 6 also finished 3rd in their final. 

Again it was Chris Billing who made the headlines – he swam away with the NZ junior Surf race and recorded the club’s first ever win in a New Zealand individual event. He also finished second in the beltmans race. In the senior surf race team, the club’s senior team finished an impressive second.

At the Wellington championships, the juniors shared the Norman Sellen aggregate trophy as the best overall junior club in Wellington. In the belt races seniors Barry Trotter and Laurie Harlen finished first and second while Chris Billing and David Lee did the same in the junior event.

In fact throughout the year, Chris Billing was unbeaten in surf race events and topped off his season by winning both the junior and the senior surf races at the end of season Castlecliffe carnival.

During the year, three new reels and a new surf ski were purchased and an appeal was announced to raise funds for a new clubshed.

1955 – 1956

Opening day was recorded as the best ever with the clubhouse packed to capacity. Membership had reached a total 113 with 18 qualified juniors

At the Wellington Championships C.Billing, L. Harlen, J. Barrell and B. Trotter were the winning team in the senior Surf race and carried off the Otaki Shield for the first time in club’s history. Chris in his first year as a senior won both the surf race and the beltmans event.

The junior made no bones about the Norman Sellen Aggregate Trophy for all junior events. They finished first in the 6, second and third in the 4, second in the surf teams race and first in the beach relay and beach sprint. 

The nationals this year were held at Oreti Beach in Invercargill in atrocious conditions. There was a constant stream of mutton birds flying across the horizon, the water was freezing and the sea full of sea weed. The weed wrapped itself around the surf line and made it almost impossible to drag the line to the buoy in R & R events. Swims were reduced to a wade, the wind came straight off the pole and the beach was covered with half an inch of ice cold water. When the beltman came ashore there was a pile of weed in front of their reel almost as high as the reel itself.

The club had a win at these nationals in the beach relay. The Junior 4 of Neil Cowley, Dan Lowe, Bill Meaclem and Terry Christie finished second.
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A junior team finished second in the Peck Shield while Chris Billing set a new record in the Blair Cup Wharf race of 9 minutes and 42 seconds.

Fund raising for new club shed was well underway and featured a couple of bottle drives and the long project of painting the Miramar gas tanks.

1956 – 1957

This year Barrie Devenport lowered Chris Billings wharf race record by some 30 seconds, swimming the distance in a new record time of 9 minutes 12 seconds.

The annual report for this year was quite brief because the club had adopted a new policy of sending out regular newsletters. And in this particular year, there was a lot of news. In fact this year the club was arguably the strongest club in New Zealand.

[image: ]At the early carnivals of the year, the juniors inevitably won every event they entered. The seniors were strong as well, frequently winning the 6, the teams surf race, the individual surf race (Chris Billing) and they were always highly competitive in the 4.             The successful juniors at 
                      the local champs



At the Wellington champs the senior 6 was 3rd, the senior 4 3rd, the surf race team was second in the teams surf race and second in the beltmans team event. The juniors again won everything they entered and not surprisingly took the gold Norman Sellen Aggregate trophy for the third year in succession. John Harris won the individual surf race title and in the junior beltmans final, 4 of the 8 finalists were from Worser Bay - but the best we could do was Terry Christie’s second placing. Terry also finished first equal for the best resus at the meeting, beating all but one of the seniors.

Now to the nationals, held this year at Lyall Bay. The junior 6 (D. Lowe, D. Billing, J. Harris, T. Christie, N. Greenwood, L. Boelle) won their heat very comfortably. In the final, a good draw saw them first to the buoys and for the second time in its history, Worser Bay had won the junior 6 National title.

In the junior 4 an easy win in the heat was followed by a comfortable win in the final and Worser Bay had won the junior 4 title for the first time. The team was J. Harris, D. Billing, D. Lowe and T. Christie.

Add to these 2 victories Chris Billing’s win in the beach sprint, a second placing in NZ Beach relay, the Senior 6’s fourth placing in the Nelson Shield, Barry Trotter and Chris Billing’s 3rd and 4th in the Senior beltmans final and Worser Bay was arguably the strongest all round club in New Zealand. 

During the year three new reels and lines were purchased, £700 was raised for the building fund. 
The last event of the year was Peck Shield and 2 teams were entered. Despite Terry Christie’s second place over the line, the club’s teams were unplaced.

[image: ::Desktop:Scan 1.jpeg]Scorching Bay – our sister club  

The Scorching Bay club began when a public meeting was called by Sandra Lowe in August 1955. Sandra, elder sister of Worser Bay member Danny Lowe, had recently joined Wellington Ladies. However her family home was just above Scorching Bay and Sandra thought that travelling to Wellington Ladies at Lyall Bay didn’t make much sense when there was a beautiful, unpatrolled beach on her doorstep. Anyway, about 50 people turned up to Sandra’s meeting and a committee was formed to draw up a constitution.

With the constitution duly completed, the inaugeral meeting was called in October. At the meeting, it was agreed that the club be formed, a constitution was adopted and a committee was elected. The Scorching Bay Ladies Surf and Life Saving Club was now officially in existance. In November the season was officially opened by the then mayor’s wife Lady MacAlister.

Even at this early date, discussions had been organised with the City Council about building a clubshed. Sketch plans were made and fund raising was set in motion.

Scorching Bay, in those days, was a very different place. There was, however, a large section of grass where the council had just built new brick public changing rooms and there was also a tap in the middle of the beach for fresh water. Across the road from the beach were half a dozen or so seaside baches and there were three or four old houses at the northern end of the bay. Also across the road, there were public toilets and a telephone box. There was also a dairy that sold most things but also offered afternoon tea and ice creams to Scorching Bay visitors.The dairy building once contained a dance floor/caberet on a 3rd level but it had been burnt out some years before.

Luckily for the Scorching Bay ladies, the Bramley family (keen Worser Bay supporters) owned one of the baches across the road which they hardly ever used. They offered it to the club as a temporary clubroom and as a place to store the club’s reel.

[image: ]The membershp of the club was up to 50 at the end of the first season. These were mostly girls from the surrounding area or friends and sisters of Worser Bay club members. With a concentrated effort, the club trained enough members to enter a qualified 4 man team at the Wellington champs. 

For the next few years the club membership continued to hover around the 50 mark. Some of the initial members were too young to qualify, others struggled with the surf exam qualifying requirement that the candidate be able to swim 440 yards in under 9 minutes. Many of those struggling to qualify stayed on as members and took on the jobs of Secretary and Treasurer. This alllowed the qualified members to concentrate on training.

By the end of the second season the club had enough qualified members to enter a 4 and 6 teams at most carnivals, but never quite enough for a full march past team. While the club never attracted any swimming super stars, Scorching Bay teams usually made it to the finals of events because the quality of their beach drills. Perfecting the drills meant lots of effort from everyone. These were the days of florescant socks so everyone wore them to training to help them keep in step.

[image: ::Desktop:Scan 3.jpeg]The club happily operated from Bramley’s bach for a few years but then the council decided to grass the whole top area of the beach. This meant that the baches had to go and the houses were to all knocked down. It became very urgent that a club house be built. 

Fund raising became the club’s main focus with bottle drives, door knocks, sales of work, raffles, dances, housie evenings and papers delivered.

Right from the start there was an informal committee of supporters who were very keen to keep the club at the beach. One of these was the Seatoun hairdresser Mrs. M. Frizell who had three daughters she wanted to become active members. She eventually became the club’s elected President and spent most of her time dealing with the building the clubshed.

The completed shed was an excellent facility and was opened in 1962 by local MP Bill Fox in late November. Many local officials attended the ceremony and the club flag was flown from the flagpole. The opening was followed by a dinner for all the club members and supporters.

Fund raising of course, didn’t end there. There was always a need for money – new gear, new togs, things for the clubshed etc. One of the more unusual and successful fund raiser was organised by Mrs Bullock. It was an art exhibition at the clubhouse run the by the Seatoun Arts and Craft Club. The art was sold on a commission basis, with all the commission going to the club. The exhibition not only raised a good amount of money, but it also helped raise the profile of the club.

[image: ::Desktop:Scan 2.jpeg]The new club house proved to be a God send. Members now had somewhere to meet, store gear, get changed and have a shower (initially cold). Opening days became dress-up affairs and a social occasion. But the shed was not without its problems. Members arrived one winters morning to find the floor covered with two or three inches of water. It was discovered the clubhouse had been built on top of a previously hidden underground spring. The council rectified this problem with some drainage. Eventually, when the club had raised some money, lino was put on the floor and gas hot water added to the shower.

A second aluminium reel was donated by one of the members father and the club then bought a surf ski.

The club teams always looked good but a planned trip to the nationals prompted a special effort. It was decided to get black blazers, with a green and white pocket. Club badges were also commissioned similar to Worser Bay’s but in green. It was also noted that the club’s bright green hats were easy to find and were a great advertisement for the club. Green became the predominant colour over the years – lime green T shirts, green track suits, green black and white sunhats. There was one disaster when white bikini’s were purchased that unfortunately turned out to be see through.

As time went on, getting to Scorching Bay proved to a problem because most members didn’t own a car. Public transport was severly limited. Most people had to walk to the bay or ride a bike – which presumably helped with team fitness. A standing joke on training nights was that if teams were too tired to walk home, there was always the possibility of getting a lift with the nightcart – which still used to call at the one remaining old house.

Like Worser Bay, Scorching Bay was a very safe each and rescues were few and far between. Most of the time patrol members were asked to help find lost children or fix up cut toes.

On one memorable Sunday, however, when the patrol came back from lunch, members were told that a man had been to walk across the rocks and then dive in. He hadn’t been seen again. The patrol immediately went into action and some of the older swimmers went out to the rocks and swam around in the thick kelp looking for the swimmer. Other members took out the ski and paddled around the rocks. After an hour of searching, without success, the patrol members re-grouped.

Then a man arrived at the beach with diving gear and offered to help. It wasn’t long before he found the man floating in kelp and the victem was bought to shore on the club’s ski. Our helpful diver had been a life saver so he immediately set about attempting resuscitation – but mostly to satisfy the onlookers. Someone had also called the police and an ambulance arrived. After consultation, all agreed that there was no way the victim could be revived. The ambulance crew suggested that in their view, the victim had actually died from a heart attack and not from drowning

Over the years there was marked turnover of members through people getting married, leaving the district or finding it hard to fit in training and work. The Government Equal Opportunities Bill meant that all make clubs were obliged to have female members. This meant that many of the sisters and friends of the Worser Bay members began to join the Worser Club.

Membership declined to the point that Scorching Bay was unable to compete or maintain patrols.

Eventually, in 1978, Klyne Phipps Black who had family members at both Worser Bay and Scorching Bay, negotiated an agreement that both clubs should combine – which they did.

Eventually the club rooms were returned to the city council which was a sad ending to an excellent club that had started with such high hopes.

1957 - 1958

Worser Bay’s years of ever-increasing success suddenly came to end.

Everyone seemed to drop off the wave at once. Club driving force Ken Mitchell decided to go into semi-retirement. Chris Billing was ill for a while and then decided to join Lyall Bay. There was sickness, marriage, study and even military training to contend with. In those days of course, compulsory military training at age 18 was still in force (and that’s where I spent this summer).

Whatever the reasons, there was no doubt that this was the worst year for the club outside the war years. No club races were held, few teams were entered in carnivals. Even to send a team of some sort to the nationals the club had to rush a couple of juniors through their surf examination just to enter a four man team. 

The junior 4 was only team entered and with little preparation they were well and truly also rans.
Dan Lowe was the only shining light and he did extremely well in the few events he entered – so well in fact he was selected in Wellington team to compete against Canterbury. Fund raising also declined although a new debenture scheme looked promising.

At the end of year, Ken Mitchell was elected as a life member and it was an award that was well deserved. Both as a competitor and a coach Ken had been largely responsible for driving the club along over recent years. There was no question his decision to pull back had cut the heart out of the club in this particular season..

1958 - 1959

The effects of last year’s slump were quickly shrugged off. In fact at the second carnival of the year held at Worser Bay, three senior 6 man teams and 4 senior 4 man teams were entered. The A 6 came second and three club 4 man teams made the final. In the Senior surf teams race Worser Bay were again victorious. The only black mark was the fact that the club had only one qualified junior – Stefan Billing (Chris’s second youngest brother) and he competed in as many individual events as he could. 

Also, with Chris Billing now back at the club and things were looking up.
At the West Coast champs our 6 man team won the Maranui Cup for the first time. Chris Billing won the surf race and the belt swim. Stefan Billing finished second in junior beltmans.

The next carnival was the Wellington Championship at Titahi Bay and for the first time Worser Bay won the senior 6. The successful team was L.Harlen, C. Billing, I. Greenwood, T. Christie, D. Lee and B. Devenport. For the first time Worser Bay also won the senior beltmans team trophy with its team of L. Harlen, C. Billing, B. Devenport and T. Christie – with Chris, of course, taking the individual title. Our senior surf race team finished second and the senior 4 finished 3rd.

Now it was on to the nationals. In their heat of the Nelson Shield, the Worser Bay 6 man team gave one of the finest exhibitions of 6 man work ever seen and recorded the lowest deductions of all the teams (7.4). Expectations were high for the final but unfortunately 7th was the best they could do.

The 4 man team faired a little better. A win in the heat was followed by a second in the final - but only .5 behind the winners. Chris again won the beach sprint title and with Stefan Billing, Brian Bennett and Terry Christie the club also won the NZ Beach relay title.

[image: Cook St Swim - Painting Gas Ws (Terry) 9 Aug 07]Add a win in the local Peck Shield harbour swim to these results and it was quite a recovery from near extinction the previous year. In the Blair Cup wharf race Chris Billing set a new race record – 8 minutes and 12 seconds.

1959 - 1960

Back in 1911 it cost £235 to build the ‘Green Shed’ the club’s first shed which, even by modern standards, was a pretty imposing club shed.

Now the plans had arrived for a new club house to be built on the site of the original “Green Shed’. The new shed was designed by Bill Lavelle who, at the time, was a principal at Structon Group Architects and who, not so many years ago, had filled just about every administrative role the club had to offer. For several years Bill was both secretary and treasurer. We were fortunate to have such a respected architect and a dedicated Worser Bay man working on our behalf.Barrie Devenport, Terry Christie, Dan Lowe and Ken Mitchell painting the Miramar gas tanks to raise money for the club building fund.


The cost of building the new design was estimated at £9000.

Even allowing for grants, the amount required to finance the construction presented a formidable challenge. But this was a challenge all the club members at the time worked hard to overcome. The fund raising events were endless but the end was in sight. There was sufficient money in the bank to allow the executive to begin negotiations with builders and finalise arrangements for construction. 

It was announced at the end of this season that members would almost certainly be occupying a new shed at the beginning of its 50th season.

 Both senior and junior teams competed at all carnivals during the season. At Wanganui the club’s senior 6 won the Hackshaw Shield for first time after years of trying.
At the Wellington Championships Chris Billing beat hot favourite Brian Crowder to win both the senior surf race and beltmans event. It was Chris’s 3rd successive double and it’s worth recording that Chris, had won the junior double three times and the senior double three times. 

For the second year in succession, the Worser Bay 6 and 4 teams made the finals at the national champs and was the only Wellington club to do so. The final of 6 was held in atrocious surf conditions and beltman Terry Christie (the author) was unable to get to the buoy within the time limit. He did eventually make it (after 14 minutes) and the only consolation was three other beltman, including current NZ surf race champion Murray Haxton, failed to get to the bouys at all. The Worser Bay team finished 5th. In the final of the 4, the club’s team (C.Billing, L. Harlen, T. Christie, D. Billing) faired a little better and finished second, just .1 behind the winner. Chris again won the beach sprint title while Terry Christie was second in the Cambrian Shield for the best resus at the meeting.Barrie Devenport, Terry Christie, Dan Lowe and Ken Mitchell painting the Miramar gas tanks to raise money for the club-building fund.


The junior teams competed at both championships but they were young and inexperienced and finished out of a place. Richard Arnold, only recently qualified, swam well to finish 9th in his heat of the surf race. (He also took home 5 cups from the club races that year.)

Laurie Harlen was selected to captain Wellington against Canterbury and Chris Billing was also in the team. At the end of the season Laurie left for Australia and the career of an outstanding Worser Bay surfer came to an end.

1960 – 1961

Our 50th jubilee season. The 50th opening day was held on October 30 and it was wet and windy. Festivities were restricted to a spread in the shed and featured a resume of past years from Vic Allan and Bill Gerrie who both noted (with some regret) that this would be last club opening day to be held in the old shed. If you look back to the record of the club’s first inter-club carnival you will see the Vic Allan was placed in the 50 yard swim. It was great to have such an old timer at the 50th opening.

Construction of the new club shed was now underway. Bill Lavelle had done lot to make this possible with his architectural know-how, helping to shortcut many problems. He also assured all those at the opening, that the completion of the shed would be achieved comfortably within the club’s financial limitations.

The speakers of the day noted that many others had worked long hard to make the new club shed happen. Ken Mitchell, for instance, had worked toward this goal for many years. Mr. C. Jones and Mr. J. Clark had also made important contributions. And, of course, there were all those who bought debentures and who had lent their weight to the many fund raising projects.

The new clubrooms were projected to finished in time for jubilee celebrations that were planned for Labour weekend 1961.

While the Jubilee and new clubrooms were significant events, the rest of this season was hardly worth recording. It was below average competitively. Senior and junior teams were entered in most carnivals but the early performance of the teams was scratchy to say the least. A new system of qualifying for the nationals had been introduced and the Worser Bay teams struggled in the early part of the season when qualification was decided. As a result our junior 4 was the only team to qualify for the nationals.

This new qualifying policy was proven to be impractical by the fact that our senior 4 won the Wellington Championship but weren’t able to go to the nationals. Chris just missed out on winning his 4th double by a whisker, won the beach sprint and was selected in the Wellington team chosen to compete against Canterbury. Graeme Dickie, a young junior, was also selected in the team and club stalwart Ken Mitchell was selected at the Wellington team manager and coach.
Through the winter months the construction of new club shed continued and club members spent many hours by finishing off the painting. Arrangements for the Jubilee function were finalised with both Vic Allan and Bill Gerrie co-opted onto the organising committee. The only set back to the planning was that Vic Allan passed away just 2 months before the celebrations were held. It was sad he didn’t make it to the event itself.

1961 - 1962

The new clubhouse was duly completed in time for the club’s 50th jubilee celebrations and was officially opened by the Mayor of Wellington, Frank Kitts, on Sunday, 22 October 1961, in the middle of a Labour Weekend packed with Jubilee events.

As if the 50thJubilee and a new clubshed wasn’t enough excitement for the year, in the midst of all the usual club carnivals, Cook Strait suddenly became a focus of attention.

The concept of the Club entering the Cook Strait challenge began in January 1962, about a week after an unsuccessful Margaret Sweeney attempt. At a Club committee meeting, the club’s Publicity Officer (the author) suggested that the club swim Cook Strait in a relay as a fund raising event and the idea became a serious project. About three weeks later, when Bill Penny from the Maranui Surf Club had announced his attempt on the strait, the club received a phone call from someone saying that a friend had been talking to a local fisherman who had said that Penny’s course was all wrong and that he had a few ideas of his own that he thought might be useful. He wanted to know if the Worser Bay Life Saving Club was interested in having a crack. If so, this fisherman would be interested in acting as the club’s pilot. The fisherman was Frank Dellabarca, and he eventually agreed to assist with the club’s attempt on the strait.

Now it also happened that at this time (3 February,1962) the Muritai Shield (the annual swim between the Days Bay and Eastbourne wharves) was on and the club had entered a couple of teams. The club also decided, with the Cook Strait relay still in mind, that while the teams were on the other side of the harbour a few of the members should swim back to Worser Bay. So after the Muritai swim, six swimmers, accompanied by a launch and a dingy loaned by Frank Dellabarca, set off for Worser Bay. Only two made the whole swim - Barrie Devenport and Barrie’s brother, Graeme. Chris Billing, who had had a hard swim in the Shield (Chris recorded the third-fastest time) and two others pulled out about halfway, and Jim Cornish battled on to within half a kilometre from Worser Bay. Barrie finished this swim well ahead of everyone else and seemed completely untroubled

The relay idea was abandoned in favour of Barrie and Chris individually having a go at the strait and with Frank Dellabarca happy about the chances of these two swimmers, interest began to rise and the real work began. Frank mapped out his course and Jim Cornish charted and checked it. It all looked almost too good to be true. Various greases were tried, goggles were experimented with and Barrie and Chris trained hard. Advice was received from many sources, including Castrol about the grease and the local Doctor Thompson helped with diet advice. Information also came in from the British Long Distance Swimming Association and the Channel Swimming Association. 

There were round-the-table meetings at Frank Dellabarca’s house and every conceivable and related topic was discussed. Finally a date was set for an experimental harbour swim to finally test the equipment and the two swimmers.

On a bleak Wednesday morning a party left Worser Bay and set out for Petone in a dingy loaned by Frank. It was equipped with two outboards, flags, food, drinks, bottles and cups. Jim Cornish was on board with Barrie, Chris and Barrie’s brother Graham. Ian Greenwood joined the group at Petone. Barrie and Chris entered the water there and swam to Eastbourne Wharf, then to on to Karaka Bay, then to Worser Bay. Conditions were bad with waves four to five feet high often swamping the boat and cutting out the motor. Finally, although it was intended to head back to Oriental Bay, further swimming was abandoned. But the point had been proved - we had swimmers capable of giving Cook Strait a fright. Barrie, in fact, seemed to get better the further he swam.

Now the Cook Strait attempt was definitely on. Everyone was confident and enthusiastic. Frank Dellabarca tested his course by setting buoys in the strait and he took temperature readings and worked out the dates of favourable tides. Jim Cornish, a civil engineer, as a working guide, produced a time-schedule calculating the swimmers’ proven pace, taking account of tidal flows and rips, and arranged to check the exact position at various times with a sextant to give Frank Dellabarca an accurate guide of how things were going. Nothing was left to chance. 

The wait began for the right weather and tides. Arrangements were made for early and accurate forecasts. Early-morning reports were received from the Brothers’ lighthouse and the first NAC plane across in the morning. March 1 proved to be the day. Everyone met at 5.30 am at Island Bay and Frank Dellabarca’s fishing boat the Christina, was loaded up. 
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On board the Christina was Frank’s 16ft dinghy, the radio broadcast equipment, photographic gear, the gentlemen of the press, swimmers and members of the team. There were friends of Frank who had provided much valuable assistance throughout the planning and who would look after the outboard motors on the dinghy for Ken Mitchell, who had had so much trouble with them in the previous harbour swims. Then there was Frank’s crew. Club members Terry Christie and Michael Taylor, were right in the thick of things from the beginning. David Thompson assisted Ken in the dinghy, Jim Cornish, with his sextant charts and slide rule, and his brother, Eddie, were also part of the team. The pacers were Terry Christie, Ian Greenwood, Graeme Dickie, Graeme Devenport, Eddie and Jim Cornish. 

Progress in Frank’s boat from Island Bay to Terawhiti was slower than expected. The rip was fierce, the waves high and one or two of the passengers felt squeamish. The two swimmers were heavily greased and at 7.05 am they dived off the rocks at Terawhiti. Chased by a couple of seals, they set off for the South Island. 

The Terawhiti rip was running at full blat and the waves almost swamping the accompanying dinghy. But Barrie and Chris battled through it and after an hour settled into calmer, though still choppy, water. At 9.20am Chris, suffered a little cramp and fell behind Barrie. Rather than split the fleet by holding back one of the boats, he pulled out. Barrie continued stroking steadily really moving through the water. Chris had stuck with him through the toughest part of the swim, something which no other swimmer in the Club could have done.

Barrie was now paced in turn: Terry Christie in at 9.23am and out at 11am: Ian Greenwood in at 10.55am and out at 11.50am: Graeme Devenport in at noon and out at 12.53pm: Ken Mitchell in at 12.55pm and out 1.20pm: Chris Billing in at 1.20pm and out 1.50pm: Graham Dickie in at 1.50pm and out at 2.30pm. 

All this time Barrie maintained his relaxed steady stroke, pulling right through under the water and, of course, maintaining his regular kick, heels just breaking the surface. Food and liquid were fed through babies’ bottles. The sea levelled out and conditions improved considerably. Barrie now started to feel the cold and had some difficulty seeing. Then a fog came down - a pea souper. Frank Dellabarca was smartly off the Christina and into the dingy and he began leading the swimmers. Frank was now steering by compass.

And so it went on, all the time getting closer to the South Island but being swept further north towards the Brothers’ lighthouse. Terry Christie was in again pacing at 2.30pm and out at 3.05pm. At this time the fog began to lift and we could now see the South Island. It was a lot closer than before and excitement began to rise. Barrie, however, couldn’t see it. Despite the use of drops, his eyes had closed up. At 3.05pm Jim Cornish abandoned his sextant and entered the water. He was out at 4.10pm, Chris in again at 4.10pm and out at 4.30pm, Ian in again at 4.30pm and out at 5.05pm. Over this latter period Barrie’s stops were becoming more frequent. He had more hot coffee and orange juice. 

Barrie’s spirits were still high and he maintained confidence, but he was really cold. In fact he said that he was numb. Now there was a definite change in the conditions, but the South Island was so close! We could see the beach at Wellington Head and it seemed hardly a stone’s throw away. Barrie would swim and then stop. He would lay back, his eyes obviously very painful and he looked really tired. Then away he would go again, his stroke as steady as ever, and still at the same amazing fast clip, heels just breaking the surface. 

At 5pm the Cornish brothers (Eddie and Jim) joined Barrie. He continued for another 10 minutes, swam, stopped, lay back, swam and finally stopped at 5.13pm. We were less than 2.5 kilometres from the South Island. 

To describe the admiration of everyone involved is stretching the limits of words. It was truly magnificent. 

It was a race to be first

Now it happened that on same the day Barrie and Chris set out to swim from North to South, Bill Penney also decided to have second attempt but swimming from South to North. Barrie and Chris left at around 7 am while Bill Penney entered the water at Wellington Head around 9 am. News of twin attempts to conquer the strait had the media buzzing. NZBC radio reporters travelled with both swimmers and reports were broadcast nationally on the progress. Journalists and photographers buzzed overhead in chartered planes. With Chris having pulled out from the swim, the race to be first was on between Devenport and Penney. 

Halfway across, the two support groups were visible to each other and the radio reports meant that each group could follow the progress of the other. The whole of New Zealand began listening to the radio intently as both swam closer and closer to the ultimate goal. By 5 pm Devenport was within two and half miles when he lay back with his knees tucked under his chin. His supporters were about to drag him from the water when a Bristol freighter roared overhead seemingly just a few feet above the swimmer. This seemed to wake Devenport up and he was off again. Then, at about 5.13 pm, with Awash Rock less than half a mile away and the coast a further 2 miles away, Barrie gave up. 

Across the other side, Penney’s group were encouraged by the news of Barrie’s retirement. Penney battled on but as darkness approached conditions for him began to change. The breeze was stiffening and becoming colder while the flood tide bought with it a vicious rip. At 7 pm, after 10 hours in the water and 3 miles from the shore, Penney too was dragged from the water exhausted.

As the Evening Post reported ‘Cook Strait yesterday was at her sparkling best, an inviting temperature and a minimum of movement. But even in the most placid of her unpredictable moods she sapped the strength of three young men who attempted the cross strait swim and remained unconquered’.

That day, the race to be first the first to swim across Cook Strait had truly gripped the country. Prime Minster Keith Holyoake issued a statement which read ‘I am sure the hearts of all in New Zealanders beat with those of the two young men during their plucky battle with the cold and currents of Cook Strait. It was a moving display of sheer courage and everyone must be full of admiration for the gallant efforts and the dogged determination shown’.

Barrie showed no obvious effects the next day. At 10 am the next morning he was down at Worser Bay for a swim, although his eyes were still sore. Barrie was very keen to have another crack at Cook Strait. In fact, planning and preparations were already under way. Chris wished to be with him again, and so did everyone else who had taken part. Valuable lessons were learned from this first swim. We were fortunate that Frank Dellarbaca, our pilot, was proved 100 percent correct in everything he said and did. Frank was also willing to be with us again for another attempt. His efforts on the club’s behalf were tremendous and it was felt that if anyone could guide a swimmer across Cook Strait, it was Frank. This was proven by the fact that Barrie came closer to completing the swim than anyone had even done before. 
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Barrie and Chris at the start of the first swim 

After a couple of weeks’ break following the failed swim, Barrie decided that he would should go into serious training for another attempt the following season. Through the good services of Castrol Oil, he joined the English Swimming Association and was made an honorary member. Mr J Wood was the secretary of the association and he set Barrie a nine-month training programme. This programme consisted of four main objectives:

Barrie’s training objectives

First: Become acclimatised to cold conditions. The Channel Swimming Association’s approach required Barrie to acclimatise the mind and body to the conditions, so all training was to be in the coldest possible water – a Wellington winter seemed appropriate! This meant swimming the majority of the time in the harbour or ocean and wearing minimal clothing during the day and at night. There would not be any need for grease on the body because the body and mind (hopefully) would be acclimatised.

[image: Sports post retouched]Second: A plan to swim approximately 900 miles (about 1400 kilometres) was set down. Barrie was to swim increasing weekly distances, with at least one day per week set aside for a longer swim, starting at about five kilometres and increasing to more than 20 kilometres. It was estimated that the actual Cook Strait swim could be anything up to 25 kilometres, depending on tides. The intention was to over-prepare.

Third: There was a need to consume about 7000 calories of food for a long 10-hour swim, which equated to about three days’ food intake. This was mainly to keep the cold out of the body. Feeding on long swims was to take place every hour for the first two to three hours, and then every half-hour. There were experiments with two Glaxo products, Complan and Casilan. Complan was the main sustaining food, and we tried mixing it with several liquids, finally settling for a weak coffee. 

(Another challenge was, in rough conditions, to find a suitable drinking vessel to keep clear of salt water. The team settled for a baby’s bottle with the teat cut open. Each food stop was limited to 30 to 45 seconds maximum and then regardless Barrie had to start swimming again. The reason for the limited time was to ensure that Barrie’s mind didn’t lose the objective of the swim, allowing the cold to affect him.)

Castrol Oil were very generous as Barrie’s employer, giving him virtually unlimited paid time off work to focus on training. While he did some work, most days this diminished as his training and preparation progressed. Castrol’s generosity almost came back to haunt Barrie after the swim, when his amateur status was called into question. This question was subsequently dropped after protests from fellow sportspeople.

The club also decided to keep all the planning absolutely in-house – total secrecy. The reason for this was that after the attempt on the 1 March there had been a huge increase in the number of swimmers announcing plans to swim Cook Strait. It seemed that almost every week or two a new contender would appear in the newspapers.  Some were well-known swimmers mostly from life saving clubs around the country.

Barrie was also insistent on no publicity. He first wanted to prove conclusively to himself that he could complete the training programme plus the mental preparation to conquer this stretch of water. 

The club and Barrie both realised they had been extremely lucky to get within a couple of kilometres on the first ill-prepared attempt and therefore everyone was positive that with proper physical and mental preparation it would be done.

Most mornings Barrie would go to the Wellington Boys’ Institute Baths (heated pool!) at about 
6.30 am and just kick on a flutter board for one to several hours – no swimming at all. 

In the afternoons he would swim in the harbour, mainly from Day’s Bay. These swims would generally be to Eastbourne wharf and back, increasing to Point Howard and back to Eastbourne then returning to Day’s Bay. Barrie usually hugged the coast and didn’t risk swimming far from the shore because he had a fear of sharks. Two elderly ladies from the Day’s Bay area approached Barrie one day after his swim and asked if he was training to swim Cook Strait. They promised to keep it a secret when he told them the plan. Then they started bringing Barrie a thermos of hot soup when he did the long swims. Some of the daily swims were from Worser Bay to Seatoun and back, increasing to multiple distances.

Barrie’s brother Graeme played a major part in accompanying him in a dinghy with an outboard motor loaned by Frank Dellabarca. Graeme took many days off work and had the unenviable task on many miserable Wellington winter days of spending hours bouncing around in a dinghy in the freezing cold and sometimes wet weather with air temperatures colder than the water. Barrie didn’t want to swap places!  With the longer swims one day each week, the group often went across the harbour from Worser Bay to Eastbourne and back. Other longer swims were from Oriental Bay around Evans Bay to Worser Bay. Petone to Eastbourne and across to Worser Bay was another training course.
. 

The Makara coast was another area where training swims were organised up and down the coastline in the real Cook Strait. Barrie had organised the use of a bach at Makara and some of the pacers who were to accompany him on the Cook Strait swim also swam with him on these occasions. On all the longer swims, when Graeme came with the dinghy, the feeding technique would be rehearsed until everything happened with military-like precision and timing, including the quantity of food and frequency. Graeme, of course, while feeding Barrie his liquid diet, was munching good solid food such as Barrie’s favourite bacon and egg pie. Tough.

Barrie did a numer of long swims on the weekends between Worser Bay and Seatoun wharf with the club swim pacers. The four club pacers would take turns at one leg each while Barrie swam up to 20 or [image: Cook St Swim - Pit Stop with boats 9 Aug 07]more legs from Worser Bay to Seatoun and back. This was good training for all concerned. On each leg of these swims, to improve Barrie’s stamina in rough conditions or unfavourable tides in Cook Strait, the pace would be increased over the last half of each leg in an attempt to “burn off” the accompanying pacer.

By August 1962, Barrie was pushing himself hard. The training each day began with the morning kicking training, then there were the afternoon harbour swims and about three nights each week he went to Jenkins Gym for callisthenics. A Worser Bay gathering in the middle of Cook Strait during the first attempt


Barrie found himself getting very tired and he would doze off for a while in the afternoons. Famed athletics’ coach, Arthur Lydiard, came to the rescue. 

Arthur responded to a call for advice by coming to Wellington and taking Barrie for a medical check. “Not fit enough,” Arthur said. Barrie couldn’t believe it and asked him why he thought that. He said that Barrie had to get the body to a physically tireless state so that the mind would never give in to the body’s fatigue. This Lydiard training philosophy eventually gained worldwide acceptance, although initially he suffered from a large number of critics until his success with champion athletes such as Peter Snell and Murray Halberg. 

Arthur advised Barrie to stop swimming for two to three weeks and begin jogging – jogging and more jogging! He said Barrie had to get his resting pulse rate below 40 beats per minute to the mid-30s. At the time of the medical check Barrie’s pulse rate was already very slow about - 45. “Not enough,” said Lydiard. Arthur was absolutely obsessive about this approach of developing the body to a physically tireless state and then toning the muscles to whatever sport the athlete was involved in. The result – he was 100 percent correct.

After three weeks of this continual jogging and another medical check, there was a remarkable change. Arthur was satisfied and said to start the swimming training again but to keep up a reasonable amount of jogging each day. As a result of this change, Barrie started to feel terrific.

On the 21st of June 1962, (mid-winter) a member of South Brighton Life Saving Club in Christchurch, Rab Blair, announced he was in training to swim Cook Strait. Rab Blair was a surf life saving champion swimmer. On this particular mid-winter day he announced with a great fanfare of publicity, that he was going to swim from Somes Island to Petone. Barrie’s brother Graeme suggested that Barrie should also get in the water at the same time and swim at least double that distance, which he had already been doing. Barrie did his swim from Petone foreshore to Worser Bay without any problem. Rab Blair apparently swam about two-thirds of the distance to Petone and withdrew because of the freezing cold. This was encouraging proof to everyone that Barrie’s training programme from the English Channel Swimming Association was paying off. 

The second-to-last major swim of the training programme was a complete circumnavigation of Wellington Harbour. Barrie had done this previously, but with a few lazy short cuts. For this attempt the Ngauranga meatworks were contacted to ensure they were not discharging on the proposed swim day. Getting the all clear the Worser Bay group took off with Graeme in the dinghy, heaps of liquid food for Barrie with multiple bacon and egg pies and goodies for Graeme and the pacers, plus the baby’s bottle! The course was Worser Bay to Eastbourne to Point Howard and then west along Petone foreshore to Hutt Road south to Oriental Bay, around Evans Bay and back to Worser Bay. This swim at the beginning of November took about 10 hours. Barrie felt terrific at the finish. He was ready! 

At 2pm on Monday, 19 Nov 1962 everyone received a message from Worser Bay club chairman and Cook Strait swim manager Ken Mitchell - “Get home to bed and sleep – swim on tomorrow.”

The drill for all this was well rehearsed, just like a military manoeuvre. Twenty people were primarily involved in the Cook Strait conquest team and they are all shown in the official photograph.  Each person had an important part and there was a strong team commitment by the Worser Bay Life Saving Club. 

There was a fourth ingredient in the English Channel Swimming Association preparation programme that now came into play. The final challenge in the Association’s training programme was to now execute the last training swim - which was scheduled to be across Cook Strait. Regard the attempt itself as not a big deal – just the end, or last swim, in a nine-month training schedule. This approach was aimed to dilute any fear or negativity surrounding a Cook Strait swim. Barrie’s mental build-up was to actually regard the swim itself as the final swim in his training programme. Nothing more, nothing less.

 The fact that this final training swim happened to be across Cook Strait had to a large extent become “no big deal” in Barrie’s mind. Well, that was the theory anyway, and this, with other positive events of the previous eight or nine months, had been his focus. 

1962 – 1963

This season, and right from the October opening day, there was only one thing on people’s minds – when would Barrie’s second Cook Strait attempt take place? Everyone had watched Barrie’s incredible training regime, and many had even participated, swimming around the harbour right through the winter. 

On 20 November it began early in the morning at Barrie recounted: 

“Around 2 am I was awakened and I got myself dressed for another “daily swim” – but with a bigger breakfast than usual. Then it was off to board Frank Dellabarca’s fishing boat the Christina. On the trip around to the starting point we struck some serious rough water – the good old Terawhiti rip was alive and well. Not so well was one of the swim team members, Lindsay Lee, who had a fetish for feeding the fish by continually throwing up over the side of the boat. The story goes that Lindsay was the “sick as a dog” team member most of that day!

[image: ]Upon arrival at our starting point, I was rowed ashore and, following English Swimming Channel Association rules, I had to start above high water mark and finish above high water mark. Also these rules did not allow artificial clothing, wet suits, flippers or other means to assist the swim. Therefore I wore just my good old “budgie smugglers” (Speedos of course). At 7.36 am I entered the water and it felt great compared with the first attempt 8½ months earlier.

We were further north of Cape Terawhiti and the water was relatively calm, with everybody very positive.

During the swim, I varied my pace fairly regularly, using the pacers as my challenge by increasing stroke and speed after they had been in the water with me for half an hour or so. This seemed to be a good basis to avoid getting into a swim rut and not being able to cope with any adverse changes in conditions and tides ahead. This had paid off in training.

Well past halfway, the weather started to deteriorate. By mid afternood we were In very rough conditions and with some distance to go, I realised my goal of reaching the South Island before sunset was fading. I set a new goal, as I was still feeling confident, that I would never give up while pacer swimmers were still in the water with me. As it happened I recall the sun was still up when we finally made landfall.                                Barrie, Ian and Jim on the rocks


At this stage I understood some of the pacers were suffering from the distress of getting in and out of the cold water and the rough conditions on the boat. I think it was tougher on them than it was on me!  As a result Jim Cornish had set aside his charts and sextant, donned his “budgie smuggler Speedos” and joined me in the water. Ian Greenwood also joined Jim and now with two pacers they were determined to help me push on through the rough conditions. During this turbulent period we didn’t stop for a food break or comfort stop. The pressure was on my bladder and me.
Once clear of the turbulent conditions and on the inside of Wellington Head I decided that a comfort stop was necessary. With 200 metres to go I stopped, rolled on my back and proceeded to pee. There was some panic in the camp, and subsequently listening to a tape of radio broadcaster John Hardacre’s commentary, there was concern throughout that I may have given up. 
[image: ]
The “bacon and egg pie-eating dictators” in the accompanying dinghies were yelling at me: “Come on. Get going.” Jim Cornish and Ian Greenwood in the water alongside me were also giving me a strong message to start swimming again. I responded to all of them to “bugger off and let me enjoy my leak!” Having been in the very cold water for more than 11 hours, finding the “thingy" and starting a pee was no mean feat, believe me! Once that was over, I proceeded with a few hundred yards sprint to the finish, accompanied by Jim and Ian. The relief of climbing up on the rock with Jim and Ian was enormous. I felt especially for the team members who were also looking forward to a Christmas break. Previous planning had indicated that our next opportunity with be tides would probably during the Christmas period – not a popular prospect.”
[image: ::Desktop:cook strait route.png]In the days following the swim there was the magnificent civic reception at the Wellington Town Hall. The Prime Minister mentioned that everyone who was listening to the radio broadcast had been alarmed when it appeared I had given up right at the end. When I explained the reason why I had stopped, he laughed and said: “You must be the only person in the country to have ever held up Parliament for a pee in public”!          A chart of Barrie’s two swims. The top line is the first failed attempt. The middle line is the planned course of the successful swim. The bottom line is the actual course..


On December 15, 1962 a Special General Meeting was held for the specific purpose of electing Barrie Devenport a Life Member of the club – the highest honour the club could bestow on him.

There were articles about the successful Cook Strait crossing in every newspaper and magazine in the country. Worser Bay was generally included somewhere in all the articles. We were probably New Zealand’s best-known life saving club because at every event (and there were many) that Barrie attended, the name of our club was emblazoned everywhere. 





[image: ::Desktop:DSC_0377.jpg]                                     The club’s official Cook Strait photograph

As for rest of the year’s events, the club lived up to its reputation of starting slowly and building up to a peak. While no major events were won during the season, the nationals at Napier showed we were still a very competitive surf life saving club. While the only title we won was the beach relay, Chris Billing qualified for the surf race and the beltman’s final. He didn’t finish in a place but went very close in the beltman’s. The senior 6 again qualified for the final and both the junior 6 and junior 4 also qualified for their finals. 

Perhaps the most consistent performer during the season was young David Henderson who was quickly moving up the field in junior surf races, even though at 15 he had only just qualified for his surf medallion. There was a strong feeling among club members that it wouldn’t be very long before David would be among the medals at the nationals. In fact the strength of juniors at the end of the season was impressive and it looked very likely that the club would be fielding 4 junior 6 man teams at next year’s carnivals.

The year was rounded off by the selection of Chris Billing as captain of the Wellington team while Ken Mitchell was the manager and coach. The team was to compete at the new inter-districts championship and at next year’s Royal Carnival.

One of the great features of the club was role played in club administration by many of the key members. Barrie Devenport was a very active Club Captain while Chris Billing did an outstanding job as Gear Steward. Also the club’s success in organising the first Cook Strait swim had resulted in a number of debenture holders donating their debentures back to the club.
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1963 – 1964

Again the club teetered on the brink of success throughout the year but in most cases, didn’t quite realise its potential.

The one outstanding exception was junior David Henderson who was undefeated in surf races throughout the year and this included winning both the Wellington title and the National junior surf race title. It was the club’s second junior national surf race title and the victory highlighted David’s outstanding year. He was also successful in the pool winning the national 440 yard title.

Now approaching veteran class, Chill Billing won the local senior belt and the beach sprint title and also ran an outstanding final leg to help the club win the national beach relay title.

In fact the nationals this year was where the club gave its best performance. The senior 6 made the final for the 5th consecutive year and all the club teams competed with distinction. Every year the Alan Gardner Memorial trophy is awarded the most successful club at the nationals. Worser Bay didn’t quite win, but we were a very close second behind Auckland’s Eastern United.

Club races were held this year at the Boy’s Institute Pool and it was a very successful programme. An old members association was formed and 50 old members signed on. A Cook Strait dinner was a great success and it was hoped it would become an annual event and the same was said of the annual junior juniors day that included films and numerous bottles of soft drink. The club also tried a winter programme of table tennis, darts and supper. And we even beat Titahi Bay 15-0 in a rugby match.

The season ended with the announcement that Ken Mitchell had voted by clubs New Zealand wide, as New Zealand selector. In fact Ken topped the poll and was appointed convenor of the selection panel with the job of selecting a New Zealand team to tour Australia. Finally, Ken was also awarded a New Zealand Service Award for his contribution to Surf Life Saving New Zealand wide.

1964 – 1965

The season began early with the New Zealand trials and a historic success was achieved when Chris Billing was selected in the New Zealand team. It was the second time he had represented New Zealand; Chris was first selected in1956. The club was disappointed when David Henderson was only selected as a reserve for the same team.

Later that year at the Nationals, David Henderson proved the selectors wrong when he won his second national junior surf race title. Recently qualified junior Tony Keegan finished 3rd in the junior beltman’s final.

The 4 man team of G. Dickie, P. Perkinson, C. Billing and R. Ransom finished third in the NZ 4 man final and Chris Billing made the beltman’s final yet again, finishing 4th. He also successfully defended his NZ Beach Sprint title while the senior 6 again made the Nelson Shield final for the 6th consecutive time.
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A highlight this year was a highly successful junior junior carnival where club swimmers competed against other clubs and our two youngest stars Trevor Richards and John Willkie virtually swept the board. In fact the junior programme this year was quite outstanding, a tribute to organiser Denis Billing who did an excellent job with what had become the keenest section of the club.

The second anniversary dinner of the Cook Strait swim was also held and the club took the opportunity to present Bill Gerrie with an engraved silver tray to commemorate his 50 years association with club. It was one of two very successful social and profitable social events that contributed a quarter of the club’s income for the year.

Another life member was elected this year with award being bestowed on Bill Richards. Bill was a great swimmer and represented Wellington in 50 and100 yards over a number of years. He was also actively involved in club administration as club captain, secretary and treasurer, had worked for Wellington Association and was an active judge. It was a worthy award.

1965 – 1966

This was a season of terrible weather that seriously hampered training, patrols and spirit.

The club was extremely fortunate this year to be given a surf ski for patrol work by the Bishop family and this was a great acquisition given that sharks were being sighted up and down the country. We even had a shark sighting at Worser Bay but when the shark bell was rung the people at the beach, looked on with amazement. It wasn’t until the police arrived that our patrol was able to clear the water because the public had no idea that the bell was a shark warning. 

A couple of intrepid members (Terry Christie and Michael Taylor) put out a line just out from the diving board with a big shark hook, wire trace and baited with beef hearts bought at O’Brien’s Strathmore butchery. Of course they didn’t catch anything.

Competitively it was a disappointing year and only 3 members passed their Bronze/Surf exams. As was becoming usual, the club came with a late run at Wellington Champs winning the senior 6, the junior 6, the junior 4 and the junior surf teams race. Chris Billing won the surf race, was second in the belt race and of course, he won the beach sprint. It was the first time our 6 man teams had won the Wellington double. We also won the junior Aggregate trophy again; the Norman Sellens trophy was becoming a fixture at Worser Bay

At the nationals, Chris Billing won the New Zealand beach sprint for the 6th time. David Henderson was second in Junior Surf race losing to swimmer behind him who caught a wave to beach, passing David on the way. It was tough for David to take.

Dennis Billing was again signalled out for his outstanding work with junior juniors. Not only did they win events, Worser Bay nippers generally filled the first 4 places in almost every event. His unselfish dedication was a lesson to everyone.[image: ]

The annual Cook Strait dinner made a small profit, as did the season’s opening cabaret (profit £18).

All in all not a great season although the shark sighting did add a bit of an edge to the patrols. 

At the end of the year it was decided that we no longer needed to be affiliated to the NZ Swimming Association and the club officially resigned.

1966 - 67

Again a season of terrible weather that hindered team training and award training. The numbers using the clubrooms dwindled and team performances suffered. The annual Cook Strait dinner was held but the attempt to run a season opening cabaret was a dismal failure. An evening for 100 was catered for but only 30 turned up. It was a financial disaster.

The exception to the poor competitive season was a big weekend at Wanganui where David Henderson had his first swim and first win as a senior – in fact he won the senior Surf race, the Iron man race and the senior beltman’s. We should also note that new member Campbell Gould followed him home in both the swimming events. The club also won the senior 6 at the West Coast carnival and Tony Keegan was well up in the junior surf race

The nationals this year were to be held at Dunedin and for various reasons (lack of training, lack of interest, lack of funds,) the club decided not to attend. 

The Wortaki Shield was also held as a home and away event as some compensation for not attending the Nationals. The club, for the last few years, had been trying to help the Otaki Club along and a shield existed for competition between the two clubs. The shield itself was now something of a legend – getting the shield finished was a project that was taking years and usually it was a half completed version of the shield that changed hands.

Generally speaking, the shield is probably best remembered as a social event rather than a competitive highlight. Visits to Otaki were memorable for the parties at the then remote Otaki beach location. What actually happened at these parties is probably best left to the memories of those who attended. It was probably the same for the Otaki boys when they came to town; the hospitality we usually provided was pretty good. And the country boys generally made the most of their visit to the big smoke

Strangely enough the home and away Wortaki Shield decision seemed to spark a resurgence of interest in club activities. The club spirit that had been absent for most of the season suddenly    re-appeared there was lot of work done around the club with quite a few members turning up to help out.

Engineers Richard Arnold and Jim Cornish set about designing a new balcony for the front of the club and the plans showed that a bit of construction work and filling was required. The clubrooms also needed painting so it was all hands to pump. Scaffolding was organised by Alec Crowe (actor Russell Crowe’s father) and when volunteers were called for excellent numbers turned up. The level of assistance offered to progress both these projects was encouraging and a Wednesday Night Club night was organised to run through the winter and it was well attended.

[image: ]Again this year, Denis Billing’s junior juniors were a highlight and it was hoped that the club could capitalise on his success by turning his outstanding junior juniors into fully-fledged competitors next year.

Another stimulus to interest was the arrival of the club’s first surfboat. It was an old well-used ex-Australian boat. Michael Taylor found a sponsor for it and Gaytime was launched at Worser Bay to a small fanfare. Our surfboat era had begun.

Next year’s nationals were to be held in Wellington and this added a little more momentum to the winter activities. Financially the season ended with club running on an overdraft.          Gaytime and Europa at Titahi Bay


1967 – 1968

The momentum generated toward the end of last season, paid big dividends this year and this was a season packed with notable events.

The first big news of this year was the fact that Europa Oil donated a brand new surfboat to the club. The launching of the boat received wide publicity and its arrival was totally due to the energy and contacts of Michael Taylor.                                                                                                                                                         

Michael had been a Worser Bay member for a number of years, and although a good breastroke swimmer he was never really at home in surf races and R & R events. When our first boat Gaytime arrived, Michael immediately became a member our first boat crew. It wasn’t long before he, and the rest of the crew, realised that old Gaytime was a pretty heavy boat and that Worser Bay would never be a competitive crew if Gaytime was the only boat they had to row. So Michael set about finding a sponsor for a new boat.

Through family associations, Michael was able to talk directly with the Todd family who were the owners of both Todd Motors and Europa Oil. Those who knew Michael would have known that once he had an idea, he wouldn’t let it go. He was enthusiastic and irrepressible and he convinced Europa Oil that a surfboat would be a wise community investment that would pay dividends in creating excellent PR images. 

Neither Michael nor Europe would have realised just how significant that investment would become.

The boat was ordered, duly arrived and was launched at Worser Bay with the launching widely covered by local media. The boat was also put on display at Wellington Winter Show and the Worser Bay/Europa stand, again organised by Michael, was a great success. Thousands of visitors were exposed to the Europa/Worser Bay Surf boat, funds were raised and the publicity momentum continued.

As part of the sponsorship deal, the original Gaytime boat was renamed Europa 11 and the two yellow boats raced extensively at local carnivals and were frequently seen out training on Wellington harbour.
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All this publicity then paled into insignificance by events of April 10, 1968 – the day of the Wahine storm. The Wahine sank on the club’s doorstep. 

Almost everyone of the clubs active members made an attempt to get to the beach to help but the police closed all the roads and denied club members access to the beach and the rescue equipment. A few club members did make it through the roadblocks and both surfboats were launched – despite the police warning against it.

Because members couldn’t get to the beach Europa 1 was launched with a scratch crew that included local resident Pat McIntyre who volunteered to help. Sweep Bob McGeachie went to sea in his office suit, office shoes and tie – but wearing a life jacket. The boat rowed out to the Wahine and found that the people who had abandoned ship were being rapidly swept toward the Eastbourne coast. By the time the surfboat arrived people were already being washed up on the harbour’s rocky eastern shore. The boat got as close to eastern shore as possible but the waves and the wind made boat handling extremely difficult but circling around they saw a life raft they decided to check out. As they got close they found two people clinging to raft so they hauled both aboard the Europa. It was extremely difficult to get them on board but the crew succeeded. They then turned the boat around and headed for Seatoun beach where the two passengers were safely delivered to waiting onlookers.
   
It turned out that the men they rescued were part of the Wahine crew – and in fact one was first officer Mr. Rodney Luly who had been one of the last people to leave the ship.

A press photographer captured a picture of Mr. Luly being assisted ashore by young club member Grant Cooper with the Europa surfboat clearly visible behind them. The picture appeared in newspapers all around the country and was hugely influential in encouraging Europa to become committed sponsor of surf life saving in New Zealand. Europa, of course, was later purchased by BP who as all surf life savers know, went on to become one of Surf Life Saving’s biggest and most committed sponsors.

There is no question that the Worser Bay club and Wahine Day played a part in encouraging BP’s long-term commitment to Surf Life Saving in New Zealand.

The club’s involvement on Wahine day didn’t end there. 

A book, describing all the events of that fateful day, includes an account of the role that Ken Mitchell played. He rang the police early in the morning offering to organise the services of all Wellington lifesavers just in case they were required. The police told him they didn’t need the help. At work that morning he was in regular contact with the Worser Bay clubrooms and once he heard that people were abandoning ship he encouraged the club members to take out the surfboats. He also rang the police to advise them that the boats were going out but the police told him it wasn’t a good idea because the sea was far too dangerous. He told the police that this event was the kind of thing surf life savers had been trained for. The police were sceptical. Then Ken immediately left work and drove to the bay. He managed to talk his way through the Police roadblocks but because the boats had already gone there seemed to be nothing he could do but watch. 

[image: ]Murray Haxton from Maranui, one the great surf swimmers of his time, arrived to see if he could help. Ken and Murray decided to take the surf skis out. They also decided to take life jackets with them and they took 3 jackets each because what they hoped to do was get close to the Wahine and ferry any passengers in the water to waiting rescue vessels. So out they paddled and the Wahine book recounts how hillside observers were astonished to see two small surf skis paddle out, appearing and disappearing amongst the swells.

When they got to the Wahine they found there was little they could do. The passengers had left the ship on the eastern side were being quickly blown toward the Eastbourne shoreline. Ken and Murray tried to paddle toward Eastbourne but they found it impossible to make progress so, reluctantly, they returned to Worser Bay.

Barrie Devenport, who was living at Lower Hutt at the time, had decided the weather was too bad to go to work. As he listened to the radio describing what was happening, Barrie realised that people were about to be swept to the rocky eastern shore.

This is Barrie’s story of what happened to him that day. As you will read, he took matters into his own hands and was personally responsible for a pulling a large number of people from the water. 

“On the day of the Wahine disaster and after being advised that the power had been cut off by the weather, I told as many of the staff as I could contact, that the Wellington office would be closed for the day. The severity of the weather made conditions in Wellington’s streets very dangerous. A fellow employee, Kevin Wilson, who also lived in Lower Hutt and who was already on his way to work, decided to come to my house instead of proceeding to the office.

During the morning I had been in regular phone contact with my Surf Life Saving Club at Worser Bay and was obtaining regular reports from members about the stricken ship aground off Seatoun - only a few kilometres away from Worser Bay clubrooms. We were also all listening to regular radio reports about the Wahine. 

When it became evident that the passengers were likely to abandon ship, I realised that anyone in a non-motorised life rafts and those unlucky people who would end up in the water (hopefully wearing life vests) would be quickly blown toward Wellington harbour’s eastern shore. 

I knew the eastern side of Wellington harbour very well. During my training to swim Cook Strait in 1962, I did most of my training during the winter months swimming in and around all of Wellington Harbour. A number of my training swims were from Worser Bay to Eastbourne and return. Also, for 6 months, I swam 3 to 4 days a weeks from Day’s Bay – Point Howard – Eastbourne – back to Days Bay. Additionally, I twice completed a circumnavigation of the entire Wellington Harbour from Worser Bay taking about 9 hours for the trip. Because of all these swims, I had a good knowledge of the harbour and what was likely to happen over on the eastern side. Given my background and my expectation of the dangers the situation would bring to people on life rafts - and those in the water – Kevin and I decided to go to Eastbourne to prepare for possible rescues.

There was a Police road block en route but we managed to talk our way through it. At Burdon’s Gate, at the southern end of Eastbourne, we left Kevin’s car and were immediately confronted by a young Police officer who tried to discourage us from proceeding around the rough track to where we guessed people and life rafts would be coming ashore.

Eventually, after much discussion, the officer reluctantly allowed us through. At that stage we had no knowledge of any other rescuers or police ahead of us – certainly the Police officer didn’t indicate that anything had already been organised.

As we ran around the track, we immediately saw inflatable life rafts being washed into a wide bay among the rocks. Kevin and I scrambled down the steep beach and started pulling survivors from the water. It was difficult to get the people back up the shingle as the incoming wave surges tried to wash both the survivors and ourselves back into the water. At an early stage we pulled a deceased person from water and we then realised that there was a dreadful tragedy unfolding before our eyes.

At that point, there was no one else helping us. After a time – I don’t recall how long – other helpers began arriving but by that time Kevin and I must have pulled at least a score of people from the water. Sadly, some were already dead.

One survivor in particular I remember, a man, had signs of life when I got him to shore and I attempted to resuscitate him. Soon, however, the needs of others called me back into water. When I later returned to see how the gentleman was progressing, I found he had died. I believe many more may have been saved had experienced surf life savers and other medical people been on hand at the eastern shores to attend to the people we had to leave on the beach simply because we had to return to help those struggling in the water.

When other helpers began to arrive there were some uniformed people. We asked one who I thought was a fireman, to obtain a rope. When the rope arrived, as I recall, I tied myself to it so people on shore could help me pull in the life rafts to the beach. Some life rafts were upturned by the wind and surf tipping survivors into the water. Fortunately by now more people were being helped to the beach by other rescuers. However there seemed to be an endless number of Wahine passengers being attended to by far too few rescuers.

There is much more detail I could go in to because Kevin and I possibly pulled more survivors out of the water than anyone else on that horrific day on the eastern shoreline – mainly because we were first on scene - and also because my surf life saving background meant that I could cope with conditions better than most.

It was relatively easy for me to deal with the large surf situation. My workmate Kevin, who was not a strong swimmer, found the surf extremely challenging but he kept going back to help more people. I don’t doubt that many of the other rescuers, also found the conditions very tough during that tragic day.

The memory of the people who were smashed against the rocks, the bodies we pulled from the water and the people clinging desperately to rafts only to leave them so they could cling to me – will haunt me for the rest of my days.  I was very thankful that day for the skills that surf life saving had taught me. “

So the club’s involvement on Wahine Day was impressive.

[image: ]A major difficulty for all our club members was the attitude of the police who didn’t seem to believe that surf life savers had anything to contribute. Despite the police attitude club members used their initiative and made an important contribution. The same could also be said for all the other members of our local clubs, many of whom were willing to use their skill and expertise but were denied access to the beach by the police barriers.

Hopefully today, the attitude of the police has changed. As a result of experiences on Wahine Day the Worser Bay club was instrumental in initiating the establishment of an association-wide rescue services. It was hoped that something tangible would result.

While this year was largely dominated by the new Europa boat and the Wahine storm, there were a number of other very notable occurrences. At the nationals, held at Titahi Bay, we won the New Zealand March Past title for the first time. It would be nice to say that it was trained for, but the fact is it was scratch team made up from whoever was available. Fortunately years of drill training under Ken Mitchell’s watchful eye meant marching techniques were ingrained in the people who made up the team. The win was very well celebrated. 

Consistent training, however, was reason David Henderson won the NZ senior surf race and finished second in the Beltmans race. It was our first win in the senior surf race. We had also, during the year, purchased a new racing and rescue ski, plans to improve the club with a patio and boat ramp were approved by the council, and more candidates than usual (under instructor Dale Cooper) passed their surf exam. In fact we won the Wellington City Council Trophy as club qualifying the most surfers in one any one year. As a sign of club spirit, new boat ramps were completed by volunteers over two weekends.

The senior R & R teams were possibly the strongest the club had ever fielded but unfortunately the teams didn’t click at the right time.



1968 – 1969

This was the year that Chris Billing was awarded life membership of the club. It was an honour well deserved, not simply because of his outstanding competitive record and the fact that represented New Zealand a couple of times, but also because he was always willing to accept a variety of different roles in club administration. At various times he was gear steward, chief instructor, club captain, patrol captain and a regular committee member. His enthusiasm inspired everyone and by his remarkable dedication to training he set club every member a target of achievement.

This was also the year that Arnold’s wall was completed. The patio he designed and engineered ( with advice from Jim Cornish) still exists today in the front of the current club rooms (although sagging slightly). Much of the materials for the wall were funded by a rowathon that raised $538 and all the labour involved in the construction was voluntary.

[image: ]This was also the year that we finished second in the Nelson Shield, the premier surf life saving event of the era. In fact right through the carnival calendar there were a number of great performances. Board and ski paddlers were on an upward curve, the surf boat teams were competitive, and the swimming strength of the club was as good, if not better than it had ever been before. The club also entered two teams in the Cook Strait boat race which turned out to be a remarkable experience for the rowers. 

[image: ::Desktop:Scan 1.jpeg]The final highlight of the year was the author’s (Terry Christie) selection to represent the Wellington region on an educational tour of California’s Life Guard services. He was also chosen as the leader of the 5 New Zealand life guards who were selected from around the country. The tour involved spending almost a week at each of 7 different US Life Guard services. The Evening Post, the local evening paper, agreed to sponsor his travel costs and when Terry sent back articles each week they were given prime position in the paper. The  resulting publicity of this tour helped begin a rapid process of change that was to have huge influence on the future of surf life saving in New Zealand. The group came back to New Zealand strongly advocating the single man rescue tube and very soon it began to replace the traditional reel line and belt as the rescue equipment of choice. The visit also highlighted the advantages of using power boats to enable lifeguards to get to rescue situations very quickly and their experience also stimulated the introduction of the outboard powered IRBs.

The tour and consequent publicity prompted an unusual comment in the year’s annual report that pointed out that as the only inner harbour rescue service, the club had a special opportunity to develop a comprehensive in shore rescue service. We had a great site, well trained and qualified members and were in a position to create an exciting log term future for the club.

1969 – 1970

Facing up to change began to have considerable impact on the club’s administration. There were already heavy demands being made on members involved in training and patrols and, while finance had always been an issue and it now loomed as a major concern. More sophisticated equipment for both patrols and competition involved considerable extra costs. Surf boats were proving expensive to maintain and equip and insurance costs had gone through the roof. Surf skis and surf boards were more expensive than ever. In fact the costs of meeting the needs of our 40 active members had increased to over $100 per member. Where was the $40,000 going to come from?

During the course of this year there was also a further incident with two Navel ratings lost overboard form the frigate Waikato at the entrance to Wellington harbour. Again it highlighted the club’s need for a motorised patrol vessel. This need was generously filled by local resident Dr. M. Ongley who generously loaned his power boat. It quickly proved effective helping two distressed yachtsman just off Scorching Bay.

On the competitive front the Nelson Shield still loomed large in everybody’s mind but at the end of this season there was the perennial cry of ‘ just wait for next year’.

We were also fortunate in that one of Wellington’s best ever surf swimmers, Brian Crowder had joined the club’s ranks and he became yet another Worser Bay man to represent New Zealand. 

At the nationals this year there were two notable victories. We won the March past for the second time and we also won our first ever New Zealand Surf Boat title. Our Junior Surf Boat crew picked up the title. There was great jubilation among the Club’s ‘boaties’ now that Worser Bay had finally become competitive in boats at the national level.

[image: ]1970 – 1971

In our 60th year we won the White Horse Trophy to signify that we were once again the strongest club in Wellington. Much of this success was due to the energy of Club Captain Richard Arnold who had become a driving force behind the club’s progress.

Brian Crowder added to the Club’s achievements when he was appointed captain of the New Zealand Surf Life Saving team.

At the nationals it was another year of almost but not quite. Fourth in the Nelson Shield final, and finalists in the four, finalists in the junior six and four, two members made the senior surf race final and juniors were third in the junior Boat race. 

Locally, our senior surf race team went undefeated through the whole of Wellington season while the Wellington inter-districts team contained no fewer than 8 Worser Bay Club members and Wellington won the inter-districts Norrie Trophy and took the Griffiths Shield from Canterbury.

Worser Bay was a strong as it had ever been. This was also reflected in club gear, maintained this year under the watchful eye of gear steward David Coulter. The club was the proud owners of 6 reels, 2 skis, a paddle board, 2 boats, first aid kits, stretchers and blankets, all superbly maintained.

The social highlight was aptly named ‘The Beach Blowout’ and it was huge success with music provided by well known club member and lead guitarist Johnny England who (when last heard of) was busking his way around the world. The night was encouraged along by ample supplies of ‘Black Velvet”.

The club also participated in the Annual Cook Strait race which Boat Captain Brian Harvey described as an excellent weekend, apart from the row home.

Planning was also under way for a 60th Jubilee dinner to be held in July 1971.

1971 – 1972

We continued to dominate local carnivals and the White Horse Trophy was ours yet again. We won the Norman Sellen Memorial for the junior event overall points and this year the Wellington representative team contained 12 Worser Bay members and again won the inter-districts.

[image: ]The team results at the nationals were once again disappointing with the highlight being provided by the achievements of individual swimmers. David Henderson, with Jim Robertson as patient, finished second in the Neoprene Tube race, the Senior Surf team of Brian Crowder, John Morrison, Rex Verry and Richard Arnold finished a creditable 3rd.

A 60th Jubilee dinner was duly held in the Yacht Club, followed by drinks in our own club into the wee small hours. Speakers at the dinner included Bill Geary, Dick Pelham, Bill Richards, Colin Jones, Ken Mitchell, Chris Billing and Brian Crowder – each one a legend in the history of Worser Bay.

The club was generally in good heart but there pressures emerging. Fund raising had become very difficult and trying to get members to focus on both training and fund raising was becoming increasingly difficult. 

[image: ]It was good year for recruitment with 13 members qualifying for their surf bronze. A number of these qualifiers were destined to become important players in the club’s future

1972 -1973

Another notable year for the Club with one of last season’s surf/bronze qualifiers taking out the National junior Beltmans title. Jim Robertson swam an outstanding race for a well deserved victory. Jim also finished 5th in the junior surf race.

The swimming strength of the club was probably at all time high and was highlighted by the fact that at  the Wellington Championships of the 8 finalists in the Senior Belt swim, 6 were from Worser Bay. Bill James from Worser Bay was the winner, with Ralph Currie finishing 3rd. Although we didn’t win too many craft events, we did win just about everything else including the White Horse Trophy for the third consecutive year.

Also notable was the fact that the club was able to keep members supplied with the best possible gear. A new stainless steel was purchased and through the efforts of Klyne Phipps Black we were able to purchase a Haydon Ski and Benny Hutchins paddleboard. 

Last, but certainly not least, our relationship with Europa that had continued on since Wahine Day, saw us the proud recipients of Europa 111 – a new surf boat to help keep the club at the leading edge of competition and patrol work.

This was also the year that club lost one of its most significant old timers - Bill Gerrie.  Bill was virtually a foundation member of the club, and it was his proud claim at last year’s annual meeting that he had attended every annual meeting of the club since 1912. During his administrative career Bill had held virtually every role within the club. He was a foundation member of the Board of Judges and also of the NZ 21 Club. He also became a life member of both the NZ Swimming Association and the NZ Surf Life Saving Association and was a key official at the 1950 Empire Games in Auckland. 

[image: ]Another milestone achieved this year, was that Worser Bay member Colin Jones was recognised for having served 25 years as the National Secretary of New Zealand Surf Life Saving. Colin joined Worser Bay in 1930 and was an outstanding swimmer and water polo player. He also went on the take just about every administrative job available at Worser Bay from 1931 to 1962. In fact after the second world war, Colin played a key role in reforming the club. 

Colin first appeared on the NZ Surf Association as a council delegate but 12 months later he took over the role of national secretary. It was a remarkable career, and during all this he also managed to develop a highly successful business. Colin’s length of service as National Secretary is unsurpassed and will never be duplicated. He was a legendary Worser Bay member and a legend in New Zealand Surf Life Saving.

1973 - 1974

There was a bit administrative tidying up to do this year because the NZ Surf Association disaffiliated itself from the NZ Swimming Association (although we had already made the change ourselves). This represented quite a constitutional change for both the Surf Association and for our club because when Worser Bay was first formed, the Swimming Association had been one of the an early driving forces.

For a number of years too, the club had been providing learn to swim instructors for the Wellington Swimming Club and this had provided an excellent avenue for recruitment. This year the club began to struggle to find willing instructors.

It was certainly a year that was strange mix of success and uncertainty.

We couldn’t sustain our run as the White Horse Trophy holders. It went elsewhere. On the other hand our juniors had an outstanding year. This year we won the National junior boat race title yet again with the crew of P. Cowles (sweep), N. O’Neil, C. Knowles, J. Coughlin and C. Mc Manus. The junior Surf race team finished second at the nationals (J. Robertson, R. Harding, B. Brosnahan, M. Neville). Jim Robertson finished second in the junior Surf race and third in the junior Beltmans. Rex Harding finished 3rd in the individual Junior Surf race. Along with a second place in the Junior 4, the club’s juniors had an outstanding year. There were 7 Worser Bay members in the Wellington representative team.

The boats also made some progress, with Boat Captain Rewi Thompson commenting, in particular, about the mighty ‘B’s who finished second at the Wellington Championships and 3rd in the Harbour marathon. 

A final highlight of the year was the selection of the Club’s Chief Instructor Ian Greenwood as one of the NZ Delegates to the first ever World Life Saving Congress in South Africa, a 4 week  conference and competitive event. Ken Mitchell was also there as assistant manager/coach. Again, it is another excellent example of the Worser Bay’s contribution to NZ Surf Life Saving. 

1974 – 1975

This was a year of significant change in more ways than one.

A child died by drowning at Worser Bay during the Christmas holidays. The beach wasn’t patrolled at the time but the death signalled the need for patrol hours to be expanded especially during the holiday season. After several unsuccessful approaches to local bodies to help fund a full time, paid lifeguard at our beach, the club decided that it would employ a paid lifeguard itself and efforts to raise funds for the project were quickly underway. Europa Oil donated $550, BP NZ provided club members with work that netted the Club around $2000. Several local business pledged support and the concept of a paid lifeguard on the beach right through the Christmas holiday period looked like becoming a reality.

There was also an announcement made by government that funding to Surf Life Saving New Zealand would be substantially increased next year with each club likely to receive around $500.

The management of the club also changed considerably this year with new personel filling almost every role in the club. Again the pressures of administration at Worser Bay always seemed to fall on members who were still active competitors. The senior 6 man team for instance, contained the club chairman, club captain, treasurer and chief instructor. Running the club was demanding as the pressures of handling a membership of 130, assets of $50,000 and an annual turnover of several thousand dollars continued to increase.

With the change in administration personnel came a shift in emphasis and it was good see more effort being applied to the Nippers. Ian Waugh and Neil Bognuda took over this role with great success and Worser Bay Nippers won most of their events at local carnivals.

In the fund raising area, Peter Cowles had been making a notable contribution over recent years running several socials and several raffles. In addition to continuing his fund raising efforts this year, Peter organised the painting of the clubrooms – in between acting as sweep for a couple of boat crews. 

A notable fund raising event this year was a ‘Poolathon’ over Queen’s Birthday weekend. The number of pool games played was sufficient to raise of $1000 toward the purpose of funding paid patrols. The ‘Poolathon consisted playing pool non-stop for 48 hours. The players played in 6 hour shifts, with two people playing and one sleeping during each shift. There was excellent radio coverage and lighter moment came when the police called into the club rooms in the early hours of the morning wondering why the lights were still on. Danny Lynch, the organiser, asked them for a donation and they duly contributed. In the end 500 games were played and the money raised was quite significant. It also marked the first appearance of Soma President textiles as a club sponsor. 

Keeping a surf club up and running is certainly not an easy business.

[image: ]On the competitive front the club looked like winning back the White Horse, but valuable points were deducted when a beach inspection showed the club didn’t have a patrol on duty while they were away at a carnival. The Norman Sellen Trophy as the champion Wellington junior team was, however, returned to its rightful place.

The National results were down on last year’s effort but we still had finalists in the senior boat race, the junior 6, the senior surf ski while Rex Harding finished third in the individual junior surf race.

For a number of years, the Wortaki Shield had been an annual competition between Worser Bay and the Otaki Club but in recent time it had been allowed to lapse. It was rekindled this year and although the turnout was disappointing it was a good day.

1975 – 1976

The club achieved another first this year with the appointment of Jim Robertson as Wellington’s first paid lifeguard. Soma-President Textiles, marketers of Hanes Underwear (‘makes you feel good all under’) helped make this possible with significant sponsorship. Becoming involved as Poolathon sponsor they also ended up sponsoring lifeguards at least 3 other beaches. This was also one of the reasons that the club won the Wales Bank Patrol Incentive scheme.

The competitive season began slowly but by the time the Nationals arrived we were again the leading Wellington club.

Jim Robertson’s outstanding career continued. Now a senior he won the National beltmans title. The Club’s senior Boat crew didn’t lose a race in Wellington all season and this included winning the prestigious Lion Brown Marathon as well as the Wellington senior boat title. Also noteworthy was that our boat crew also became the Wellington representative boat crew. Both these were achievements of some significance.

With Craig Phipps Black as Club Captain, and his mother Klyne as Secretary, the Phipps Black family had become a strong driving force behind the club. And it was fortunate they were prepared to take on the role because this year the club lost another significant driving force when Richard Arnold transferred to north to Mount Maunganui. 

MMarathon boat race with Peter Cowles as sweep
Photograph from the Evening Post collection at Alexander Turnbull Library


y

[image: ]In fact a lot of the people who had been driving the club over the last 20 years had, for various reasons, departed the scene. Old friends like Ken Mitchell, Murray Haxton returned to club to lend a hand and David Henderson, now a professional swim coach and running a swim school, seemed to be having a great influence on recruitment

1976 – 1977

Competitively a successful 
year, although Chairman 
David Coulter commented
that the club was struggling administratively and financially.

Another national title came the club’s way this year with Paul Thompson and Brent O’Neill winning the Open Neoprene Tube race. There were also Silver medals won by the junior Taplin relay team and the senior Boat Rescue team.

The juniors lead all the way in the junior Boat race final only to lose through a late take off on a wave, just 30 metres from shore. It was hard to take but the effort promised much. A note worthy performance too in the Junior Surf Ski race with Murray Phipps Black leading by some distance, only to be dumped on by a wave that broke right on top of him. 

Worser Bay was certainly making progress in the craft arena with competitors like Murray and John Mansford.

Fund raising ventures continued and a raffle was attempted, as well as a house to house collection. While all these made money, treasurer Robyn Cowles who had been a significant club administrator over recent years, commented that members had barely scratched to surface of the fund raising potential available because of waning interest in helping out with fund raising events.

The season ended with everyone again feeling that the best was to come next year.

1977 – 1978

A year of wonderful support from local community organisations. The South Wellington Lions Club donated a canoe. The Eastern Suburbs Lions funded an already purchased canoe. The club also received $1000 from the Government, generous support from the people of Seatoun and performances at the Southern Cross carnival netted some $550.

Not only that, the Wellington Mayor Sir Francis Kitts and the local MP Hon Bill Young both attended to Annual Meeting and addressed the assembled crowd. Interestingly two very energetic women took the two key roles at the Annual Meeting – Mrs Klyne Phipps Black was again appointed Secretary and Robin Cowles became Club Treasurer.

The pity of all this support was that the club was again very slow out of the blocks. Training was late starting and there was a general lack of application in the weeks leading up the Wellington Champs. Then things began to slowly come right and the results at the Wellington Champs began to show promise again. 

Unfortunately it didn’t carry through the Nationals though there was a significant highlight with Dean Greenwood winning 2 Silver medals in the Junior swim events. A number of other teams made the finals and with SteveTustin as Club Captain and Jim Warwick as his energetic deputy enthusiasm began to build again as the season ended.

[image: ]There was the usual cry of ‘wait until next year’ with boat crews and ski paddlers promising much. The new canoe crew made good progress and at the end of the season they were at least pushing the other local crews. Ian Greenwood continued to serve the club and surf life saving outstandingly well and he was appointed National Chief Superintendant (previously known as NZ Chief Instructor). In addition Ian was appointed manager of the NZ team at the second World life Saving congress, this time held in USA and Canada.

1978 – 1979

A year of notable events.

Firstly it was agreed to amalgamate with Scorching Bay Ladies and the ladies were welcomed into the club and they fitted in well. So the club was a mixed club again, a new constitution was adopted and there was an obvious need to update club facilities to accommodate the ladies.National junior surf race and belt race winner Paul Thompson


It was a new beginning.

There was, however, the need for more instructors and the club struggled to find them. None the less through the efforts of Mark Herrick and Shayne Plunkett 13 candidates passed the Surf/Bronze exam. 

At the beggining of the season a ladies 4 man was the only ladies team club could field but by the middle of the season there was a ladies 6, a ladies 4 and entrants in the ladies tube and ski events. The participation of ladies looked promising.

The other notable event of the year was Paul Thompson’s achievement at the Nationals – he won both the Junior Surf Race and the Junior Belt race, a double that no previous Worser Bay club member had ever achieved. While Club members had won individual titles before, no one else had ever won the double.  

Also significant was the Club’s second place in the National Taplin relay. This was an event of the future and to see Worser Bay chasing Midway home in the final was very exciting for all the club supporters.

Club teams also made the finals in the senior 6 and 4 and the boat crew also made the finals.

1979 – 1980

Plans were drawn up to expand the club facilities and included separate facilities for the ladies. It was going the cost the club more than it cost to build the original building so the club was embarking on the biggest financial project it had ever undertaken.

While there were financial hurdles to be faced in the future, there was an underlying strength to the club’s competitive resources. The New Zealand team again contained two Worser Bay members – Dean Greenwood and Paul Thompson – who were described by the NZ Team Manager as a great credit to New Zealand. 

We also contributed significantly to the Wellington team this year with Jim Robertson, Paul Thompson, Rob Kawai, Dean Greenwood and Maxine Harding all selected. Maxine was the first Worser Bay woman to represent Wellington.

The nationals this year were held at Mt Maunganui in atrocious conditions but the Taplin Relay team still managed to win a bronze medal.

We also had two strong competitors in the Iron Man event with both Barry Andrews and Rob Kawai (winner of the Wellington title) performing with distinction and Neil Thompson also strong in the junior Iron man event.

On February 11, the club had a patrol located at Scorching Bay. It was a terrible day with cold temperatures and a gusty 40 knot wind. None the less the patrol spotted a yacht in trouble some 700 yards off shore. As they watched, they could see that this was serious so they began to cobble together a rescue attempt using the equipment they had available – which consisted of a couple rescue skis, a surfboard and a line. They used one of the skis to drag the line out to its full distance (400 metres) and the second ski began to ferry the people from the stricken yacht to ski with the line attached. Their idea worked and they were bringing the people to shore when the Lady Elizabeth finally arrived to give the rescuers a hand. By now the people from the yacht and the rescuers were suffering from the effects of the cold. Four of the people involved, including two of the rescuers were taken to hospital and treated for exposure. The police on Lady Elizabeth were full of praise for the young rescuers.

As a result of their efforts, patrol captain Dave Gibbons (18) and patrol members Allan Sonneveld (17), Philip Lovell (16) and Michael Sneddon (16) were awarded a certificate for the Oustanding Rescue of the Year in 1979. The award, sponsored by Hanes (who Worser Bay introduced to surf life saving) now sits proudly in the club wall.
  
Despite this wonderful award, Club administration, was not running smoothly and volunteers for key jobs were hard to find. The gear needed attention, there was no chairman appointed and a lot of responsibility fell on the Chief Instructor Jim Warwick. Jim’s contribution was substantial and was rewarded with an Australian Travel award as the winner of the Wellington Todd Instructors award.

The club also won a new racing ski in the Soma President Taplin relay event while Europa continued to support the club and assisted with Surf Boat maintenance costs.

1980 – 1981

A much more organised feeling to the club this year. John Plunkett took over the role of Chairman with Peter Lee as Club Captain and Pat Lovell as Secretary. The management had good foundations.

The results certainly reflected these improvements.

The White Horse Trophy returned to its rightful place at Worser Bay.

Included in the local championship results was Rob Kawai’s third consecutive win the Wellington iron man and Worser Bay swept the local championships in just about every individual event.

At the nationals one of the club’s ongoing dream became a reality when Worser Bay won the Senior Teams Surf Race. Dean Greenwood, Brent O’Neil, Paul Thompson and Barry Salisbury totalled a remarkable 9 points and the Bone was ours for the first time.

Along with this win there was a silver in the Senior Tube (Paul Thompson and Brent O’Neil), a  silver in the junior surf race (Peter Lucas), a silver in the senior beach Sprint (Brent O’Neil), and a bronze in the Senior belt (Paul Thompson). Very impressive results.

Equally impressive was that the ladies 6 made the final of ladies 6 man, a tribute to the hard work the Worser Bay Ladies had been putting in.

There was also a bit of pressure on the administrators because the Club now had two beaches to patrol and the club patrol officer’s resources were really stretched.

1981 – 1982

Another year of considerable achievements although in many respects it was tough year. 

The Nationals were held in Dunedin which has always a problem venue because of the expense of getting there. The re-building programme was underway under Neil Bognuda’s guidance and a lot of voluntary help was needed. The committee had a lot to contend with.

There was some great things happening this year. The Nippers programme was enthusiastically run by Julie Thornton. Pal Lovell’s sharp eye saw an offer and an opportunity in the local paper that resulted in two nipper boards valued at $550 being donated to the Club by the Wasps Club. Also this year, local resident Stu Alexander established himself as an integral part of the club’s very necessary fund raising machine.

Despite the nationals being in Dunedin, the club managed to field a strong team and the results were again outstanding.

A silver to the Taplin relay team of Rob Kawai, Peter Lucas, Paul Thompson, Paul Lovell, Barry Andrews and Murray Phipps Black.

Then a bronze for the Senior 4 man team with Bill James and Paul Thompson featuring along with two of the Phipps-Black boys. And the list of national finalists was impressive: Paul Thompson and Barry Andrews in the Senior Tube; Peter Lucas in the Senior belt; Paul Thompson and Peter Lucas in the Senior Surf race; Rob Kawai in the Senior Board; Rob Kawai and Jim Warwick in the Senior Surf ski race; Paul Lovell in the Junior Board and junior iron man. And even finalist in the junior double ski with the team of Paul Lovell and Michael Webster.

Finally, to top off another great year, the Club had another New Zealand representative with Brent O’Neil selected to compete for New Zealand against the Australians. Ian Greenwood was the NZ team coach again and his son Dean, recently transferred to Dunedin, was also in the team.

Worser Bay’s all round strength was very impressive. 

Despite the success, there were worrying signs. Jim Warwick decided he had had enough as Chief Instructor despite helping 11 members qualify for their surf bronze. He felt he just wasn’t getting the support he needed and there was no question that Jim had been at the heart of a lot of the club’s recent progress.

One positive was the social activities. Three events were held – Xmas Cracker Night, Crazy Hat Night and Hawaiian Night. The success of these events made a considerable cash contribution to assisting Club members get to the nationals. A delightful comment was recorded on a newsletter about the club members who, when asked to assist greenery for the Hawaiian night, somehow managed to get half a plantation into their car which they transported to the club rooms for use as decorations.

1982 – 1983

[image: ::Desktop:Stevo Tustin in Step.JPG]Jim Robertson was again the headline act in what was otherwise a very ordinary year. He was selected as captain of the Wellington team. Rob Kawai was also selected along with 5 of the club’s 6 juniors who also made the Wellington representative squad. However despite reasonable success at the local champs, the results at the nationals were disappointing with only Jim Robertson and the senior relay team performing with any distinction.

The club executives including Club Captain Peter Lee, writing in the end of season annual report, lamented the lack of interest shown by members in instructing teams or assisting with training with new members. The ladies section too hadn’t quite managed to get off the ground this season.Reel man Steve Tustin in step as usual


In most respects it wasn’t a good year and that includes the way the year was reported. There’s isn’t much information available on what happened during this season.

1983 – 1984

Another seemingly poor year for the club with the Chairman, Peter Cowles, apparently subjected to a lot of pressure because of the rumoured failings in the club management and administration. Peter, however, was cheered by the club spirit shown at the nationals that, this year, were held at Westshore. In his view this spirit showed promise for the coming 75th Jubilee year.

Jim Warwick returned to help out and took on both the Club Captain and Chief Instructors role and he too was heartened by what happened at the nationals. 

Brent Thompson and Brent O’Neil won the senior NZ Tube Rescue title. Brent O’Neil won the beach flags and the club team finished 2nd in the open March Past. So while people all talked doom and gloom the results were certainly a bright spot with beach flags being added to the list of events the club had won.

Despite these results there was a lot of apprehension about how the coming 75th year would work out.

1984 – 1985

In something of a return to the past, Ken Mitchell was elected Chairman of the management committee for the 75th Jubilee season. Ken had earlier retired from Club administration and had taken on key roles with NZ Surf. His return was an attempt to breathe new life into the club’s administration. Ken, in fact, saw this as a resurrection year while others saw it as a year of consolidation and re-building.

In a bold move 49 members were suspended for not paying their subs. A huge effort went into fundraising with Big Save and the Crown Tavern responding in a very positive way. A grant from a local lodge, storm grants from the Wellington City Council and the Harbour Company saw the finances take a turn for the better. Mind you it was needed because storms had seriously battered the club rooms, badly damaging the big front doors. 

The 75th Jubilee was an outstanding success bringing a lot of old members back into the fold. All this combined to lift club morale which bought with it some positive results.

Worser Bay was the only club in Wellington patrolling two beaches and the upkeep on two club premises was proving costly.

On top of this, the club had some significant needs. Because of vandalism, the Scorching Bay club shed needed serious money spent on it. Secure housing was also needed for the IRB. The club wanted to develop a radio base station compatible with the IRB to enable co-ordination of rescue services. Then it was also hoped to finance a weight training room. Ambitious stuff.

[image: ::Desktop:Photos:2010-12 (Dec):titahibay 1986.jpg]On the competitive front results were poor at the beginning of the year but by the time of the Wellington Champs the Senior swimmers were hitting their straps and Worser Bay finished second in the White Horse Trophy just 5 points behind Lyall Bay.

1985 – 1986

Ken Mitchell was again proving that he was a driving force and, under his direction, it was decided to return the Scorching Bay club rooms to the Wellington City Council. Maintaining two club sheds proved just too much for the club’s resources.                Big Save at the Regional carnival


Local resident Doug Adams, who gained his bronze in 1930 and been a long and continuous club supporter, was rewarded for his service with a Worser Bay Life membership. Doug had also been awarded a 50 year membership badge by NZ Surf in 1986.

On the competitive front, Club Captain Grey McDavitt reported it was an excellent year - although Club records contain very little in the way of results.

Importantly though, Worser Bay had juniors competing for the first time in a couple of years. Also the Worser Bay women began making their presence felt and they were overall runners up at the Wellington Champs and also runners up in overall results for the year. The senior swimmers won every event apart from the Surf team race while boat crew under new sweep John Coughlan made real progress.

One sad note was the death of Bill Richards, life member and long time club stalwart. In his day Bill, was the fastest sprint swimmer in Wellington and at a local international swim carnival, he was rumoured to have given the current American Olympic 100 yard champ a very big fright over a length, losing by a touch.

All this news was well covered in a regular newsletter produced by editor Jan Dallison.

The year ended with two significant highs. Worser Bay was one of 4 successful clubs in the Europa IRB ballot. It was interesting that Worser Bay was selected in the first ballot as we were also the first club in NZ to have a fully sponsored Europa surf boat.

Lastly the club was associated with yet another Cook Strait conqueror when club member Ingrid Greenslade was successful in her attempt. We were the first club to have both male and female swimmers who had successfully conquered the Strait.

Lastly the club received a pat on the back for being winners of the patrol incentive award. 
[image: ]
1987 - 1988

With Ken Mitchell announcing the end of his club comeback, Jan Dallison took over the all important role of Chairperson and also ended up as Secretary as well. Jan had played a big part in recent administration as a committee member, delegate and newsletter editor. All this in addition to being a consistent competitor.

The year previously, rising star Anna Ballara had joined Worser Bay from Maranui and this year her talents really came to the fore. 

Firstly, she combined with Kathleen Pearce (patient) to win the Rescue Tube event at the nationals, the club’s first New Zealand woman’s title.Then, working with Noel Mills, she helped successfully train 18 new members for their surf award which was certainly a club record and possibly a district record for an individual club as well.

[image: ]So some positive things happened this year. The club came third in the White Horse trophy, the Junior Canoe crew looked promising at the Nationals and a new boat trailer, new ski and paddle board were all acquired with help from Big Save, Europa and the Rose and Crown.

The season ended with concern being expressed that several key administrators had announced their intention to retire with Chairperson Jan Dallison wondering where their replacements were going to come from.

1988 – 1989

The general consensus seems to be that this was a pretty good year. 

Jan found her necessary committee replacements although a couple of changes were necessary mid-year in the key positions of treasurer and club captain. Fortunately two stalwarts, Stewart Alexander and Murray Phipps Black agreed to come back and help out. 

Rob Kawai continued making his presence felt both as a competitor and as the junior coach. Anna Ballara also hit the headlines time and time again providing the club with valuable publicity.

This year Anna became the first Worser Bay woman to be selected as a member of the NZ Surf team and she competed for NZ against Australia at Taylor’s Mistake. She joined an illustrious list of other Worser Bay members who have worn the Silver Fern. 

Also this year, Anna won gold in the Woman’s Open Board event at the Surf nationals as well as a Bronze in the Woman’s Tube race. At the same nationals, the Club’s senior canoe team of Noel Mills, Murray Phipps Back, Rob Kaiwai won Silver. It was another club first – Worser Bay had never even gone close to medal in canoe event before. 

The fact that Worser Bay is a flat water beach has always provoked a few comments from other clubs, but over the years the club has shown it could compete in all events and in all conditions. Who could forget Dave Henderson win in the surf at Muriwai? 

Also this year, Ian Greenwood was voted in as a Worser Bay Life Member. It was a long overdue award. Ian’s contribution to Surf Life Saving at club, regional and national level had been immense. A onetime Mitchell family neighbour, Ian had gone on to have an outstanding career, particularly at national and international level. He has represented New Zealand at international Surf Life Saving meetings and World Congresses in several different countries including South Africa and the US. He was also convener of the National selection panel and National Chief Instructor (Superintendant) for several years. Ian has had (and continues to have) an outstanding career in Surf Life Saving administration without ever losing sight of the fact that it all began at Worser Bay. 

Since winning our first IRB in the Europa sponsored ballot, the use and importance of our first  motorised rescue vessel had continued to grow. There is no question, the IRB was ideal for rescue services at Worser Bay. It gave the club to opportunity to be more widely effective covering beach areas in and around Seatoun that previous patrols couldn’t hope to cover. 

It was suggested at this year’s annual meeting that the use and management and the IRB wasn’t adequately catered for in the club’s management structure and that consideration should be given to appointing (next year) an IRB co-ordinator. The club’s IRB also became an important fund raiser when it was contracted to act as a safety vessel at the first ever Wellington Dragon Boat festival.

Also under discussion was the appointment of a paid administrator as the club affairs were becoming too complex for volunteers to cope with. Chairperson Jan Dallison looked forward to making progress on this front next year.

1989 – 1990

This season was a mixed bag of tricks.

For the first time, Worser Bay won the Ashenden Shield as the season’s top performing Women’s Club in Wellington. The men were also second in the White Horse Trophy. While these results were outstanding, it was generally recognised that the results had been achieved by the efforts of a small number of outstanding and dedicated individuals. They were great club results but were not necessarily the result of great club effort and spirit.

At the nationals, the only notable result was Anna Ballera’s Silver medal in the Open Board race.

Administratively this season was a struggle with people resigning from several key positions during the year leaving the club struggling to keep things ticking over.

Socially there were some good times. A hugely popular Beer Fest (over 400 attended), a well attended retirement dinner for Ken Mitchell, a Guy Fawkes Party and a Beach Bum’s Party as well as regular Club BBQ’s.

Among the club records however, there were hints of arguments, lack of unity, selfishness and an unwillingness to compromise, all of which made life at the club a lot more difficult than it should have been.

All this caused Club Captain Murray Phipps Black to outline what he saw as the advantages that the Worser Bay Club offered over other clubs. These were as follows:

A. First class facilities - hot showers, good equipment storage, kitchen and hall.

B. Just 10 minutes from the city, plenty of parking, water only a few steps away, and a great flat water training environment.

C. Finances – thanks to previous foresight, trust accounts are the pillars that hold us financially upright.

D. Equipment – some of the most modern available from skis to IRB. A boast few NZ clubs can make.

E. History – we’ve been going a long time and the club has a ground swell of support from old members. The club is fully established so that and new and existing members only need to show up to enjoy themselves.

Fortunately it was a reasonable year financially with income for the year about 3 times what is was in a so-called normal year. This was the result of good support from Tony O’Brien and the Pines, donations from local RSA’s, increased subscription income, grants from the Hillary Commission, the Wellington City Council and Surf Life Saving New Zealand and income from leasing the clubrooms to the organisers of a local triathalon.

 The extra income was needed because expenses were also on the rise. Then there were extras like repairs to the shed doors, again damaged in a strong southerly, the purchase of 3 new Hayden skis plus the continually rising IRB running costs. As a result of the good income, the club maintained its contributions to the Centenary Insurance Policy and was able to top-up of the various Trust Accounts including the Jubilee Trust account - which currently stood at around $2700.

1990 – 1991

At a special general meeting held on September 6, 1990, the club achieved a major milestone in its 80 year history. At this meeting it was agreed to amend the club’s constitution so that a paid administrator could be appointed. The amendments drafted by Ken Mitchell, Stewart Alexander and Jan Dallison were duly passed.

When the amendments were passed, it was announced that Mrs Christine Lowther had accepted the position of Club Administrator and that her appointment would be effective immediately.

Virtually everyone involved saw this appointment as a coming of age for the club. Over the past few years the administrative burden had increased dramatically. 

Finding volunteers with both the time and the energy to undertake the complex roles of secretary and treasurer had become increasingly difficult. It was certainly believed that a paid appointee would help alleviate a lot of the administrative burden.

At the following annual meeting, Chairperson Jan Dallison commented that the move to paid administration had, to a degree, solved her immediate problems. Last year, for instance, she had run a committee without a treasurer or a social convenor and it had been difficult.  However Jan also pointed out that it was not the administrators responsibilities to take over the roles of secretary and treasurer in their entirety. It was expected the administrator would do the groundwork but Club volunteer administrators would still be required to play a significant role in managing club affairs. In fact everyone saw this paid appointment as a significant new beginning that would club management to focus more on planning rather than on detail.

There were other changes taking place in and around the club at this time.

The traditional carnivals were diminishing in importance in the current scheme of things and there were new events to consider like IRB and Masters events. Masters events were seen as an opportunity to encourage older competitors back into the fold. Overall though, competitive results were pretty thin on the ground with only the gutsy efforts of a few dedicated individuals catching the eye. 

The club hosted a Revival Boat marathon which was a great success. Also, and unlike past seasons, patrols were running well and the club received a high percentage pass on inspection.

The IRB was becoming an increasingly important part of the of the club’s affairs. It was costly to run, but with Barry Jackson Motors playing an increasingly important role as a sponsor it was manageable. Barry Jackson donated $2000 toward the cost of a new motor. 

With Shane Grimwood appointed to the new role of Powercraft officer there was a strong sense of purpose in this aspect of the club’s life. Three new operators were qualified and Worser Bay was represented at the Power Craft Championships held at Piha in a big surf. No victories, but great experience. The IRB also competed in the IRB BP Challenge series and the Riversdale Rally where a victory was claimed in the Open Single Man Rescue. Equally important were the 5 new members recruited who were anxious to qualify for future events. 

The IRB began contributing even more to the club’s profile and an excellent income was earned by providing contracted patrol services at the Dragon Boat Festival and at several local triathalon events. Lastly the new club administrator was beavering away catching up with left over tasks from last year and spending a lot of time getting the club accounting in order

1991 – 1992

The club paid administrator had completed her first year and there were a number of notable changes in the efficiency of club administration. Subscription income increased with better collection systems, a newsletter was regularly published and was well read, the communication between all the various facets of the club improved, the club register was bought up to date and countless other administrative tasks were successfully completed. Christine was proving to be an excellent appointment.

Further administrative improvements came with Jim Stanborough volunteering to be Treasurer and, impressively, it wasn’t long before the books were up to date and were likely to be properly audited for the first time in a couple of years (and they were). Add to this return of Klyne Phipps Black (after many years of retirement) as Secretary and the administration was in pretty good shape.

[image: ]Everything in the garden wasn’t, however, completely rosy. It was still a struggle to find willing committee members. The appointed club captain resigned within a few weeks. No one wanted to be patrol officer. And the equipment officer was forced to resign because of work pressures.

This meant that Chairman Murray Phipps Black was forced to wear many different hats.

On the life saving front, 6 new members gained their surf bronze award while there were now twice as many qualified IRB Operators. There were two boat crews in training and competing regularly and the Club appeared at the World Masters Carnival with both individuals and a team competing.

Another very notable event of the season was Ken Mitchell’s induction into the NZ Surf Hall of Fame in recognition of his huge and long term contribution to NZ Life Saving. All those who knew Ken were delighted he was recognised because he was certainly the most committed surf life saver and club man you could ever meet. And it wasn’t just his commitment that was impressive, his energy and enthusiasm rubbed off onto a lot of people. Although Ken was now a national figure in NZ Surf Life Saving his loyalty and love always lay with his Club – Worser Bay. 
        Jan Dallison, World Masters Champion

Impressive too was the performance of Jan Dallison at the World Masters where she became the Club’s first-ever World Champion with victory in the Ski Paddle event for her age group. Jan helped the club win the job of patrolling at the regional windsurfing competition and at the triathalon events held in Wellington harbour. 

Club craft also attended the 25th anniversary of the Wahine sinking with a number of original boat crews participating. Lastly there was a highly successful Beach Day run in collaboration with the Eastern Suburbs Lions that was a great success both in terms of public interest and fund raising.

Much the administration for these events fell onto the shoulders of Christie Lowther, who by now was far exceeding the 6 hours a week for which she was being paid. With less and less people able to help out and fewer and fewer people interested in taking on Club roles, Christine was finding herself in a very difficult position that would need to be resolved.

The financial aspects of club management remained in the good hands of Jim Stanborough and he reported a cash surplus for the year of $7000, due in no uncertain terms, to the contracts filled by the club’s IRB and their crews.

The IRB was also involved in a highly publicised rescue undertaken by Shane Grimwood and Peter Clark of Riversdale.

Some accolades did come the club’s way during the season with New Zealand and Wellington Distinguished Service Awards made to Betty Smith, Jan Dallison, Murray Phipps Black, Andrew Barriball, Neil Bognuda and Jim Cornish.

There was no question however, that there had been a major shift in emphasis within the club. The IRB’s were all important both in the funds they were raising for the club and because being in an IRB crew was generally an active and enjoyable activity. When someone asked about the lack of Worser Bay competitors in other events, the clubs reply was that we were too busy being professional lifeguards.

With the focus on IRB patrols the club’s participation in other life saving events had virtually ended. Although 4 surf bronze awards were attained this year Worser Bay had hardly participated in any surf events at all. Efforts were being made to encourage growth in these areas with Andrew Barriball running popular classes at Evans Bay Intermediate. It was hoped that this would result in a spate of new members next season.

1992 – 1993

The season started with 8 months of frantic activity including the Red Band Boat marathon organised by Shane Grimwood and Brent Annan. 

Again Worser Bay provided Iifeguard services at the Dragon Boat training sessions and at the Dragon Boat event that resulted in an income of some $12,000. Worser Bay was again contracted to patrol at the regional windsurfing competition and at all the triathlon events held in Wellington harbour.. Lastly there was a highly successful Beach Day run in collaboration with the Eastern Suburbs Lion that was a great success both in terms of public interest and fund raising.

1993 – 1994

A stuttering start to the season when not enough members turned up to the Annual meeting. While several decisions were taken, these needed to be ratified at a special general meeting later in the year. Fortunately, enough members turned up to the special meeting and everything was confirmed.

The meeting marked the end of Murray Phipps Black long years of continuous service. Over a number of years Murray and his family had been the glue that held the club together. 

Nominated for Chairman was Keith Fargher who had long been a key member of club administration. Keith wasn’t at the meeting when he was elected, but fortunately he agreed to accept the role at the special meeting that followed. Also moving up in Club administration was the driving force (literally) behind the club’s IRB success, Shane Grimwood.

These were difficult times at Worser Bay and if anyone had the drive and energy to keep things going it was these two. Andrew Barriball also agreed to continue battling along in the Chief Instructors role – and Andrew was again one of those people who kept putting his hand up.

Regrettably Ken Mitchell passed away during this season. Ken had moved to Auckland to enjoy his retirement in the sunshine. As so often happens, when someone with his drive and energy settles back into a quiet life, all those years activity and non-stop living somehow catches up. There were a lot accolades paid to Ken when news of his death spread. This included tributes and minutes of silence at the Worser Bay Annual meeting this year.

Fittingly another club stalwart Jim Cornish was elected life member at the same Annual meeting. This too was long overdue. Jim joined around 1935 and had virtually been involved with the club, in one role or another, since he first joined. A regular at annual meeting, a willing Honorary Solicitor and one of the engineers responsible for the club patio Jim remains a very active life member until this day.

During the course of this year, Worser Bay’s first paid administrator Christine Lowther reluctantly resigned. Christine had certainly proved the value of the paid role and the club was committed to appointing a replacement. During the course of the year Jerry Wekenborg was appointed.

Very little comment in club records for this year about competitive results but the paid patrol work of the IRB’s continued to dominate club activities. All this involved a tremendous amount of time and effort but the funds earned certainly helped keep the club alive.

1994 – 1995

The president, Jan Dalleson, believed that this was an excellent season. 

At the conclusion of last season Mike Shepherd, currently treasurer and Nipper Co-ordinator, advised that he would not be continuing on and this was a disappointment for all concerned.  Under Mike’s guidance the club had made good progress with its Nipper programme.

Also, as the end of the season there was concern expressed about the on-going viability of the Dragon Boat patrols.

During the year, at a different time and in different places, Ken Mitchell’s two brothers Rex and Noel both died. Both had been active club members and all of us who knew them all had the feeling that the family time clock had stopped.

1995 -  1996

There were a number of highlights this year.

At the Weetbix Kids Triathlon, held at Scorching Bay, the professionalism of the club’s lifeguards was really put to the test. There were multiple rescues that day, 40 or 50 at a conservative count, with children unable to cope with the water and the conditions. The lifeguards had to work incredibly hard and President Murray Phipps Black (he didn’t stay out of the game for long) wrote that this was probably his proudest day as a Worser Bay Lifeguard.

Other highlights including the donation, by the local New World, of a new surf ski especially constructed for younger members. The sight of the young club members, joined by Cook Strait conqueror Barrie Devenport (who happened to be in town at the time) made a great publicity shot both for the sponsor and the club.

Also during this season the club was able, with sponsored help, to update most of its gear with new ski, new boards and a new IRB. There were also plans in place for a new surf boat.

The boat crew had an outstanding year making both finals. In fact this was our most competitive nationals for some time. The ladies 4 finished 4th, Michelle Cowles made the final of the under 16 ski event.

Somehow too, Mike Shepherd was back in a familiar role as Treasurer. He reported income through sponsorship, dragon boat patrol, grants and association funding totalled some $20,000. A great effort. Also delivering a profit was the newly appointed bar manager Wendy Stafford. As a result, the clubs financial position was excellent with the Jubilee account now standing at $4384.

After last year’s promised review, the club had obviously continued with the Dragon Boat patrols, despite the huge amount of effort it involved.




1996 – 2000

This was a tough time for Chairman Chris McManus. So much so that he signed off one annual report with the title of Chris McManus – Lonely. 

Without Christine Lowther and Mike Shepperd and few people available to take up committee positions the club, Chris and President Murray Phipps Black were going through a very difficult time.

One of the club records in this period described how El Nino northwest winds kept everyone from the beach, including the clubs own lifeguards. The gear storage sheds stayed closed for much of the time. It seemed the malaise of low membership retention: lack of enthusiasm and commitment had officially arrived at Worser Bay.

There was some social and financial success. Socially the bar was open and patronage was relatively constant throughout the season. During the 1998 World Dragon Boat festival, held over 5 days, the club claimed to have rescued 966 people from Wellington harbour. The work the club did in organising and manning the IRB patrols continued to be excellent.

A bonus occurred when the Kilbirnie Tavern approached the club about and offered to provide a jet ski for 12 months fully sponsored. The Jet Ski proved to be was an invaluable tool during the Dragon Boat championships providing the club with rapid response capability in the event of Dragon boat capsizes (of which there apparently plenty). 

The club did maintain a small profile at local carnivals and an under 21 boat crew surprised a few of the established crews, especially when they won the Central Regional title after a limited amount of training. Two young members Robin Jones and Michelle Cowles were selected in the 1998 development squad.

The last year of Chris’s chairmanship was extremely difficult. Most of the elected officers went missing as the season progressed. The significant income of the Dragon boat patrol went elsewhere as new management took over running the event. Although the Kilbirnie Tavern’s Jet Ski sponsorship continued and the saved the club some wear and tear of its IRB’s, patrolling was spasmodic.

Despite the lack of management direction, the club did manage to maintain a regular profile at all local events – although the representation was small. The boat crew surprised when they competed at the nationals and almost pulled off a major upset.

What happened next was a low period in the club’s history. Activity virtually died. The officers gave up. A wind surfing school took over the premises on a rental basis. Bills were left unpaid, GST returns were ignored and the club teetered toward the brink of extinction. 

The future was bleak.

Worser Bay’s 2000 Rescue and Resuscitation

By the year 2000, Worser Bay Life Saving Club had almost ceased to be operational.

There had been no AGM so there was no appointed committee. The odd ‘member’ would open the doors periodically but effectively the club shed was not being used at all.

The building had weathered badly as it was over after 12 years since last painted. Internally the facility was whilst still functional, was coated in dust and sand, pictures were off the wall and overall it was a sad place for old members to come down and visit.

Surprisingly, equipment wise, the club still had a great deal of equipment still in competitive condition, safely stored away downstairs in our sheds.

It was an old member who lived less than 300 metres down the road, Stewart Alexander, who decided he could not stand and watch the club disintegrate in front of him – in July of 2000 Stewart made contact with three other old members – Murray Phipps Black, Ian Greenwood and Jim Cornish and called for a Sunday meeting down at the club.

This gang of four became the default committee – and the Sunday meeting had to make two important decisions –

1, How to take control of the current affairs i.e. bank accounts, post box, IRD detail, payments, etc

2. Once the above were sorted, the next decision was we then close the club and turn over all assets to the Wellington Surf Association? Or - do we restart. They would decide on stage 2 once stage 1 was sorted.

Stage 1 was handled almost entirely by Stewart Alexander. Fortunately for Worser Bay, Stewart’s daughter Justine had joined us in the early 1980’s and Stewart had been drawn into Worser Bay and Wellington Surf by her involvement. Stewart’s single minded, calm and dogged determination in sorting out the mess the management of our club had spiralled into involved gaining access to the post office box key and collecting the many months/years of mail – Stewart needed two large boxes to carry the mail back to his Karaka Bay home office. It then took him days of work to sort the minutiae from the very serious and over two months to make contact with creditors, IRD, banks, service providers etc to offer reassurance that we would manage our way forward and assure them we would get our/their accounts into order.

The club owed a variety of creditors around $18k, not counting what IRD were ‘requesting’ in terms of penalties (Stewart negotiated the penalties to zero, along with many other creditor ‘negotiations). The largest of these was a $10k invoice from McKay Boats, for a surfboat purchased/invoiced three years prior. It was purchased, the R & R committee believed on the basis  –  ‘build it, and they shall come’. If they ever came, they didn’t stay!

What Stewart also discovered among the mail, thankfully, was a lifeline – money!

At a previous time in the late 80’s the old stalwart member of the club Ken Mitchell, had stepped back into the management of the club. It was out of frustration of the club members of the time purchasing, of all things – a surfboat! We didn’t have the cash! (co-incidentally, it was Ken who bought Stewart Alexander onto the Board for the first time).

Earlier when Ken and Stewart got the club’s affairs in order in the 90’s, they had decided to establish Trust Accounts with AGM nominated trustees. These accounts were locked tight and over the years various committee’s needed to apply to the trustees for this cash – after justification. Some were declined, such as the request to ‘purchase’ a surfboat made in 1997. In other cases the club committee would borrow the money off the Trust but undertook to repay the trust later.

Stewart Alexander, Jim Cornish and Ian Greenwood were all Trustees. These trust Accounts contained enough cash to sort out all our bills including the McKay Surf Boat, with some cash left over. Fortunately Murray was able to sell the surfboat to a private buyer from Mairangi Bay LSC in Auckland in November 2000.

After all these years, it was a Ken Mitchell and Stewart’s legacy of management that provided Worser Bay the seed the money to get its house into order. The Club was back on it feet – it had a pulse!

In October 2000 the Gang of Four held another critical meeting to decide the final fate of the club – Closure or resurgence – closure would be easy, resurgence would be hard work – in the end none of the four had the heart to close the door on 90 years of history – resurgence was the decision – but how!

Timing is everything in life. 

At a gang of 4 meeting it was mentioned that two ex Lyall Bay members – John McMillan and Peter Thompson - would like to meet with the committee. They had an idea they wanted to explore. They were looking at establishing an under 14 junior surf programme at Worser Bay. They had already explored Scorching Bay and Island Bay as possibilities but after realizing the resources Worser Bay had available, plus the fact we had a newly functioning management committee with gear and funds, Worser Bay interested them. Peter and John put it to the emergency committee that they would resuscitate our club with active members - blue caps and lifeguards would be back on the beach within 12 months!

Within three months John McMillan and Peter Thompson had repainted the club, tided up and redecorated the interior and launched a Junior Surf programme.

The club was breathing again and had just survived closure.

2001 - 2002

The 2001 /2002 season was arguably the most important period for the Worser Bay Life Saving Club since it was set up in 1910. 

The decision had been made that its future relied on providing a recreational club for the under 14’s. Recruiting youngsters was a key to the future. What followed was a lot of hard work. 

While the core “life-savers” who had pulled the club back from the brink of death, Stewart Alexander, Ian Greenwood, Jim Cornish and Murray Phipps Black kept vigil over the vital administrative organs of the club, the blood supply had to come from a strong base of ‘Nippers’.

Peter Thompson and John McMillan threw themselves into this and within the first year, there were 40 members under the age of 14. This was largely due to the return of old members, like John Mansford who helped spread the word and brought in new volunteers. A beach education programme was introduced and the Worser Bay beanies were back in the water.  

2002 - 2003

The challenge for the small club was to now stay on course and to develop its potential to become one of the most successful youth and family organizations in the area. 

The long-term dream was to get qualified life savers back in the club but in the meantime, the club’s obligation was to provide soundly-based programmes for the under 14’s to develop confidence, courage and the necessary skills. 

Worser Bay was now competing in the region’s carnivals and finished second in the overall points for the inter-beach tournaments. And for the first time, a team of 10 entered in the national nippers’ competition, Ocean Athletes at Mt Maunganui. Two members, Tom Mathews and Luke McKnight were also selected for the Wellington representative team.

And the inflatable rescue boat (IRB) was back on the water, contributing to a commercial lifeguard service with Murray Phipps Black at the helm, 


2003 - 2004

This was the best season, competitively for Worser Bay since the club was re-established, winning two carnivals and getting second at another. But the highlight was national glory when sprint/flag sensation, 11 year-old, James Tume won two gold medals at ‘Ocean Athletes’.  Emma Solokov also 11 won silver in beach sprints. 

[image: ]In all, 15 Worser Bay teams also made the finals at the competition, well and truly putting this small club back on the national surf life saving map. 

The club also had six under 14 and under 16’s make the Wellington reps.  

Management was continuing to focus on the five-year plan towards providing both juniors (over 14) and nipper and at least nine ‘juniors’ were undergoing training to become qualified lifesavers. 
 
2004 - 2005

The club by now was experiencing growing pains again. According to the Club Captain at the time, Murray Phipps Black – this was the best problem the club could have. 

There were almost 80 nippers on the beach and total membership had grown to around 150. WBLSC was now sporting a ‘junior’ competition as well as the nippers and this was putting pressure on limited gear, stretching resources and families - forcing splits and logistical headaches. 

[image: ]Again, the Worser Bay team excelled at Ocean Athletes, with James Tume winning another national title in flags (second year in a row) and Ryan Cox gaining a bronze in beach sprint. An impressive 17 of the club’s nippers made it into the finals.

For the first time in over 10 years, a junior Surf class was established by John McMillan and six new lifeguards qualified to patrol Wellington’s beaches.  Worser Bay was back on the front line in community service – keeping our beaches safe – fulfilling the prime responsibility of life saving clubs.

At the same time, these juniors were representing Wellington district and the club at the Nationals.  

A record number of members represented the district in the Under 14/ Under 16 Wellington rep teams. These were Tom Mathews, Miles Roberts, Johannes Verboom, Renee Tume, Ryan Cox, Tennessee Mansford and James Tume. 

[image: ]2005 - 2006

The strength of Worser Bay was consolidating over 2005 and 2006. As the Junior and Nipper category was growing, so was the medal tally. 

At least three of our under 14s made the Wellington reps with five going into the Under 16 team. For the first time, Worser Bay also had a competitor, Tom Mathews, selected to compete in the ‘Open’ (Kellogg’s Surf League).

The club had what remains its best performance yet at Ocean Athletes when 12 year-old Ryan Cox got gold in board, run-swim-run and the ‘diamond’ event. He also won silver in the surf race while Tom Cutler and Teina Stacey were also silver medallists in the 10/11year old tube rescue. Ryan Cox also managed to get a bronze medal with James Tume in the 12/13 yr tube rescue while James added another bronze in the 12 yr beach flags.

At Nationals, Almiro Clere won a bronze in the under 16 beach flags.

2006 - 2007

This was the busiest season in the ‘new’ history of the club.

[image: ]Competitions for both senior and juniors, combined with full patrol status, major fundraising (a ‘Big Dig’) and the reintroduction of the Harbour Craft Marathon and Deep Water Swim Series stretched WBLSC’s resources and people to the limit. 

In terms of lifeguarding, Worser Bay gained full official patrolling status in combination with Maranui SLSC. The club now had a total of 15 lifeguards.
 
One of the highlights was taking out the inaugural “Wellington Patrol Championships” in combination with Maranui. 

Two of those lifeguards, Miles Roberts and Renee Tume were rewarded with the Lifeguard Incentive Award that saw them taking a trip to Auckland to see how Piha SLSC manages arguably, the most dangerous and challenging beach in the country. 

The downside of the year was to lose six competitive families to Lyall Bay. This would become a reoccurring problem for WBLSC, as some members sought larger, more competitive clubs with greater resources. It also had significant impact on the volunteer workload as those departing families represented some of the ‘core’ of the club. 
[image: ]
However, the loss had little impact, competitively. That year Worser Bay remained as strong as ever.

The big achievement for the year was the first national title in over 20 years when the Under 19 beach relay team of Tom Mathews, Dylan McKay, Almiro Clere and Greg Jennings won gold at the Nationals in Gisborne. Dylan also was third in the Under 16 beach flags.

Club Captain for that season, John Mansford said in his report that, “We never forget where we come from. Worser Bay is looked on affectionately as the surf club that gets its waves when the ferry goes past. However, we have a proud tradition and our tradition is respected in New Zealand.”

“When Worser Bay steps up to the mark in competition, other competitors know they have to be on task.”

He’d managed a total team of 27 at Ocean Athletes and a crew of 21 at the Nationals (over 14s).

“I couldn’t have been more proud of the athletes, the club and the tradition. At both carnivals, our guys were tested to the max by huge surf but they put their fears behind them and gave it their best shot.”

Membership was up to 175 and the club was bursting at the seams, with major maintenance challenges and gear shortages.

Fortunately, generous community grants, hard work by the club members and the Big Dig (raised $9,000 in total) eased the crisis.

The club was also to employ a full-time administrator. However, her stint was short-lived. 

2007 - 2008

One of the most significant events for the club in 2007 was the commemoration and 45th reunion of the first crossing of Cook Strait by Barrie Devenport. It was a highly successful and very busy weekend that generated a lot of publicity and brought many former members back to the club. From that reunion, a ‘former member network’ was established. In response to an appeal and the generosity of these old members, a fund was set up to foster the nipper group programme.

Another major event was the resignation of John McMillan as chairman of the club. Johnny Mac had played a vital role in rebuilding the club since 2001, providing endless energy and dedication to create a ‘new’ successful surf life saving club at Worser Bay.

But before he stepped down, John McMillan was out to show the young clubbies how to win.  In 2008, he took out the gold medal in the beach sprint at the National ‘Masters’ in Ohope with typical guts and determination. 

The only other medal winner at the Nationals was Grace Acheson who came third in the Under 16 ski.

Ocean Athlete medallists, were Destiny Va’a who won silver in the 12 year-old beach flags and Tyler White who made bronze in 10/11yr old board 

2008 - 2009

While membership had grown to more than 200, sadly the senior membership (over 14) had declined to only two active competitors. 

This represented the start of what has become an on-going crisis at the club. To ensure the viability of being a fully-fledged surf club, Worser Bay must have qualified lifesavers (over 14) available to patrol the beach.

Meanwhile, the continuity of the nipper programme was assured and training also extended to the pool and the waves at Lyall Bay. 

Another challenge was the tough financial climate but thanks to Jandal Day and the organisational skills of Grant Rae, the club survived a lean year.

Sadly during this period, club stalwart, Life Member and vice-president, Stewart Alexander passed away.

2009 – 2010 

The club attended the 2010 Ocean Athletes finals at Mount Maunganui but a tidal wave warning wiped out a number of finals where Worser Bay had good medal prospects.

This year too, big extensions to the club were completed with the club developing the current site in conjunction with the Yacht Club and Sea Scouts. The new gear shed had a price tag of $50,000, but the cost didn’t include the countless hours of voluntary work by members and parents.

In another milestone, Dylan McKay won the SLSNZ Central region Junior Life Guard of the Year Award. 

In another significant change SLS Wellington was replaced SLSNZ Central Region and the change seems to have resulted improved communication and a good on-going working relationship with the regional support staff. 

One of the most significant advances in club management, is of course, the internet that allows improved communication of club activities to all members and supporters using emails and the club’s own web site.

The club has also supported SLSNZ in hosting a beach education day and this will be replicated in 2011 with St. Anthony’s.

Wellington High School is planning to deliver an “Introduction to Surf Life Saving” course to over 100 of its pupils using Worser Bay’s equipment and facilities. It’s hoped that this will result in a number of new lifeguards for the club to help improve patrols and life guarding services.

Finally, in order to free up about $5000 in costs, the club has made the decision to replace the paid administrator with several volunteers. 

2011 and on into the future

All in all the club is making good progress into the future and this was made obvious to current and old members at the centenary reunion held at the beach on the weekend of January 29, 30 and 31, 2011. 	

The club, of course was founded on December 10th, 1910 and more than 120 new and old members celebrated the centenary over 3 enjoyable days. A highlight of the weekend was the arrival of the two IRB crews on their way to complete a circumnavigation of New Zealand as a celebration of 100 years of surf life saving in New Zealand. To have the crews arrive in the middle of our own centenary celebration was a wonderful piece of timing. The photograph in the Dominion Post of our oldest member Jim Cornish (who joined in the 1930’s) crashing into the surf in one of the IRB’s provided a wonderful conclusion to the club’s 100 year celebration weekend.

[image: ]


A fitting end to the centenary year

Throughout the club’s history, many of the recorded rescues involved boats in trouble. The Wahine of course, and some may recall that back in 1979, the club received a certificate for Rescue of the Year involving a yacht off Scorching Bay. Similar events have occurred frequently throughout the club’s history. Yachts, small powerboats and windsurfers were the usual suspects but in the centenary year, something different happened.

 The following has been extracted from a media release from Surf Life Saving New Zealand.

“On the 2 March 2011, The East By West ferry was on a regular trip between Seatoun and Wellington City when it was hit by a large wave that smashed the front windows. As the ferry began filling with water the skipper sent out a Mayday call and the 44 passengers and crew aboard were issued with life jackets and ordered onto the top deck.

Brook Rapson, a Worser Bay Lifeguard who lives opposite the Surf Club, saw the stricken vessel that was listing heavily towards the bow and immediately contacted Murray Phipps Black (another Worser Bay club member who lives close by). Brook then raced to the club to prepare the IRB.

Within minutes Murray and Brook were launching the Worser Bay IRB and heading toward the stricken ferry which was now 100 metres offshore and drifting toward the rocks. Murray and Brook were the first on the scene and completed 8 trips from the ferry to shore transporting an estimated 30 people back to the safety of Worser Bay beach where they were met by the Police and taken to the Worser Bay club rooms. The other 14 passengers were transported to shore by the Worser Bay yacht club rescue vessel who joined Murray and Brook soon after they hit the water.

Murray Phipps Black is an experienced lifeguard and IRB operator.The skills he displayed while executing the recue were impeccable. He manouvered the IRB in challenging conditions to get passengers safely off the ferry.

[image: ]The weather was horrendous with torrential rain and gale force winds. The usually flat Worser Bay was subject to large swells, wind chop and limited visibility. There was a real danger of the ferry drifting on to rocks off Worser Bay. Murray and Brook acted diligently and efficiently to affect the rescue. They were the first boat on the scene and assumed control of the situation, the Worser Bay Yacht club boat was the second to arrive and followed the directions of Murray and Brook until the Police and the Coastguard arrived.”

The prompt response by two Worser Bay lifeguards and the efficiency with which the rescue was carried out resulted in our 100 year old club being awarded the Surf Life Saving New Zealand Rescue of the Month Award.

Rescue of the Month awarded to: Murray Phipps-Black, Brook Rapson
Club: Worser Bay Life Saving Club.
Date: March 2cnd, 2011
Location: Worser Bay, Wellington






Rear cover: Group shot at Centenary celebration.
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The Evening Post
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STHEN RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE MARCH
PAST ONE OF 'EM SAID'TO HECK WITH TRYING
TO WIN THE SURF CHAMPS, I'M GOING TO BE
- THE FIRST TO BEAT COOK STRAIT' !
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Worser Bay Amateur Swimming and Life Saving Club (Inc.)

COOK STRAIT CONQUEST

Tuesday, November 20th, 1962 - Time 11 hours 19 minutes

M. H. DONOVAN R R. McKNIGHT LR T. LEE A PRIOR L MILLER
(Outhuard” Operator)  (Navigator's Assistant) (Outboard Assistant) — (Creso Member) Wakic-Talkic)

JOHN HARDACRE ~ G. M. DEVENPORT R W. HARLAND  J. W/ CORNISH .. PERSICO DM, THOMPSON

F. DELLABARCA C.W. BLLING T. £ CHUSHE"  BARRIE DEVENFORT [, E GREENWOOD G C DICKEY K. W, MITCHELL

T
ot: MARGARET DEVENPORT o,
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Worser Bay Surf & Life
Saving Club [Inc]
Winners N.Z. Junior Surf Race Championship

(Muriwai) and Wellington
Junior Beltman Championship, 1964
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'WORSER BAY SURF & LIFE SAVING CLUB (Inc.)

Winners Junior Six Man R. & R. - Junior Four Man R. & R.
Junior Surf Teams' Race & Sellen Memorial Trophy
Wellington Championships - 1965-66

Sundg: R SRCE A LKEGAN L CRICHE 5.0 TUSTIN

Swog: R MVERY W0 MEACIEM Gnarwee) P8 KINT Copnin) G PATERSON wie

Absonts L WARRISON * Frak Thompaon, Crown Stdics, Welingon,
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WORSER BAY SURF 4 LIFE SAVING CLUB

Winners Wellington Senior Teams Beltmen's, § Sanderson Memorial 1962

Runners up Nelson Shicld

Standing: B.A.Crowder. D.G.Coulter. R.G Arnold.
Siting:  K.W.Mitchell (Instructor)

R.A.Ransom P.B.Kent.
C.W.Billing (Captain)
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Worser  Bay Surf 4 Life Saving Club (Inc))
Winners : N.Z. Junior Boat Race
N.Z.Championships 1970

Back: C.Payne, B. Tustin, R. Thempsen
Front G.Cosper,  P.Cowles(Sweep)
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WORSER BAY SURF AND LIFE SAVING CLUB (INC) 1972
NEW ZEALAND LIFE SAVING TEAM wes: AUSTRALIA 1072

K.W. MITCHELL (sreuer) B.A.CROWDER
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WORSER BAY LIFE SAVING CLUB (INC.)

JUNIOR BOAT
197273 197370

WINNERS WELLINGTON CHAMPIONSHIPS | WINNERS WELLINGTON GHAMPIONSHPS

THIRD NON-CHAMPIONSHIP NATIONALS ~ WELLINGTON: | RUNNERS-UP BOAT RESCUE

) THiRD FoXTON LINE RACE
NATIONALS: FIRST JUNIOR BOAT

Siting: M. ONei, P. G Cowies (Swesp). C. A Knowos
Standing: C. 0. Mctanu, J. M. Coughin,
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WORSER BAY LIFE SAVING CLUB (INC.) 1974

WINNERS, NEW ZEALAND CHAMPIONSHIP JUNIOR BOAT RACE

RUNNERS.UP, WELLINGTON CHAMPIONSHIP BOAT RESCUE
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Worser Bay S. L. S. C. 1976 N.Z. Senior Beltman

3. D. ROBERTSON
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